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s p o n s o r

By Catherine Tripalin Murray

It’s time to 
introduce IWC 

member Dennis 
Di Carlantonio, 
who has a 
musical last 
name I fell in 

love with before we even met.  
Dennis comes from Bucks County, 
a suburb of Philadelphia and a 
neighborhood settled by his Italian 
relatives where everyone was 
Italian, spoke Italian, cooked Ital-
ian, and carried on the traditions 
from the Old Country. In 1960 his 
father, Giorgio Di Carlantonio, 
left Collendara, Teramo, which 
is in northern Abruzzo, while his 
mother, Iolanda Carosella, arrived 
here in 1955 from Sant’Eusanio 
del Sangro, Chieti, in southern 
Abruzzo. They would meet in 
America as first generation immi-
grants, married in Philadelphia, 
and later moved to the suburbs 
where they raised their children 
with “tons” of aunts, uncles and 
cousins either living next door, 
across the street, or walking dis-
tance away while celebrating each 
day with undeniable Italian pride.

Now a Madisonian, Dennis lives 
in University Heights, just a short 
distance from Camp Randall 
to 914 Regent Street and the 
Greenbush Bar where he happened 
to be one night to learn bits and 
pieces about the Italian Workmen’s 
Club. Being a second-generation 
Italian has a way of keeping the 
home fires burning long enough to 

Amichevole Novita (friendly news)
entice and embrace one’s ethnicity 
and Dennis wanted to know more. 
Thanks to Ross DePaola, Dennis 
joined a few years ago.

Dennis graduated from Penn 
State with a Mass Communica-
tions degree and decided to 
enlist in the Army where he was 
trained as a Tagalog Linquist 
(Filipino Language) at the Defense 
Language Institute, Presidio of 
Monterey. He was also trained as 
an Airborne (paratrooper) and Air 
Assault linguist and was eventually 
stationed in Hawaii as an Army 
Linguist attached to a small intel-
ligence unit.

Fulfilling his commitment to the 
military, he left the service and 
landed in Washington, DC to work 
at the Pentagon. For about 10 years 
he made his way around DC’s 
beltway and eventually found his 
way to the IRS. Having worked 
with a lot of computer systems in 
the military, he decided to focus his 
career in IT and today is a senior 
technical specialist at the IRS.

He enjoys spending what spare 
time allows with his wife, Deanna, 
originally from Richland Center, 
who he met and married while she 

was in graduate 
school at George-
town University.  
Knowing they 
were not inter-
ested is raising a 
family two blocks 
from the Capitol 

on Capital Hill, it was a toss-up 
between Philadelphia or Madison, 
where they settled in 2007. 

He treasures his trips to Italy to 
reunite with family members and 
looks forward to having his daugh-
ter, Isabella, age 7, and son, Sirio, 
age 6, sometime soon accompany 
their parents to the motherland. He 
also reflects on the approaching 
holidays and those spent in Phila-
delphia that stir fond memories 
of Thanksgivings and the Italian 
wedding soup traditionally served 
with turkey and stuffing.  Christ-
mas Eves from the past meant 
celebrating with family, which 
meant over 100 people eating and 
drinking at the home of a relative; 
there, lots of fish and pasta was 
served with chick pea and chestnut 
soup and the table was covered 
with Italian cookies. And despite 
any bad weather, there was always 
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President’s Message continued

International Festival (January 9)
Travel around the world in one day 
at the Overture Center’s International 
Festival. Enjoy cuisine, vibrant 
costumes, and crafts from several 
cultures and musical performances by 
artists who all call Dane County their 
home. Volunteer to help staff our food 
and information booths, or simply 
come and enjoy this great event.

Updates
Honor The Past
A diligent effort continues to 
categorize and identify the people 
and properties in the thousands of 
photos that we’ve accumulated over 
the years. Additionally, in coordina-
tion with Neighborhood House, 
which is celebrating their centennial 
next year, a renewed emphasis on 
preserving the history and heritage 
of the old Greenbush neighborhood 
will be demonstrated by two panel 
discussions. A brochure highlighting 
the specific dates and times of these 
discussions will be distributed at 

upcoming membership meetings and 
via electronic reminders.

Celebrate The Present
It’s never been more important to take 
time to celebrate the blessings of each 
day. My grandfather, Michaelangelo 
Rizzo, who emigrated to this country 
in 1906, used to say, “Enjoy today and 
don’t worry about tomorrow.” It’s more 
important than ever to take this simple 
piece of advice to heart and practice 
it in our daily lives as we can easily 
succumb to the numbing events in our 
complex and confusing world.

Envision The Future
I’ve enjoyed serving as IWC president 
this past year. I look forward to present-
ing opportunities for our new members 
and encouraging a renewed commitment 
by those who have yet to find their niche 
to join in helping the hard-working core 
of our club to bring our mission state-
ment to life through our activities.

President’s Mail Box
Send me an e-mail (davidrizzo@
me.com) or drop a note in the box I’ve 
provided in our club’s office. If there’s 
something you like or don’t like about 
our club, I really want to hear from you. 
I can’t promise that we’ll address every 
need, or implement every idea, but I can 
promise you the courtesy of a response.

Fino alla prossima volta, essere bene 
e che Dio benedica.  David Rizzo 
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We treat every family as our own . . .

continued from page 2

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Frank J. Rane. She and her 
husband owned and operated Rane’s 
Liquors on South Park Street for 43 
years.  Her husband served five years 
as president of the Madison Italian 
Workmen’s Club. She was a member 
of the Madison Elks Lodge, where her 
husband served two terms as Exalted 
Ruler. She was also a member of the 
Madison Italian-American Women’s 
Club. She is survived by her sons, 
Frank of Madison and Phillip (Nancy) 
of Cross Plains; and their families. In 
addition to her husband, Naomi was 
preceded in death by her siblings Inia, 
Ali and Jim. 

Several IWC members went to Roma Lodge in 
Racine on Nov. 14 to defend our title as “best 
homemade Italian wine in Southeast Wisconsin.” 
Although we didn’t win, there were lots of Italian 
appetizers, a variety of wines, and musical enter-
tainment by the Sicilian Serenaders. Above are 
the judges in the hotly contested competition. 
There’s always next year! Photo by Ross DePaola
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Midnight Mass to end the night.

So when the IWC is mentioned along 
with food, Dennis is quick to ask 
what fun is it being Italian if you 
don’t enjoy cooking Italian? And 
that’s exactly why he and Todd Cam-
bio organized the sausage-making 
demonstration at the clubhouse, 
which happens to go hand in hand 
with teaching his children all about 
Italian food and its preparation.  After 
all, as he claims, “It is so much a part 
of who we Italians are as people.”  
Amen.

To Dennis Di Carlantonio, Salute! 

continued page 4IWC Panel Assists U.W. Italian Class
Professoressa Grazia Menechella’s U.W. freshman Italian class came 
to visit IWC again and learn some local history. She felt last year’s 
experience added a significant learning experience, so she asked to come 
again this year. We hope to make it an annual part of her class offering. 
Professoressa Manechella’s class is studying Italian food and cooking. 
Additionally, they are studying the cultural aspects of the Greenbush 
immigrants and their struggles to make it in the New World. 

IWC had a panel of our members, including Jim Licari, John Caliva, and 
Tony Bruno. Frank Alfano was also there, and David Rizzo gave the 
welcome. Each of us gave a short history of our memories of the neigh-
borhood and then took questions. It was a nice event and strengthened our 
ties to the U.W.

Professoressa Menechella sent a kind note to thank IWC for helping her class.

“Thank you so much for the event at the club. The students and I have 
learned a lot. Students are making very interesting connections between 
the material they are studying and what they learned during your panel 
presentation. A few students have changed the topic of their research 
project after this event. One student is looking at maps of the Greenbush. 
One student is currently in touch with Catherine Tripalin Murray. 
One student is working on the grapes of the Greenbush. Other students 
are working on the history and foodways of the Greenbush. I have also 
informed the colleague who teaches the Horticulture course linked to my 
course about the grapes of the Greenbush (her research area is grapes). I 
hope we will have more opportunities to collect stories from the Green-
bush, especially about food culture, food skills, and the social aspect of 
food in the Greenbush.

 I più cari saluti, Grazia Menechella  

Bingo is successful fundraiser
The IAWC’s traditional bingo fundraiser was 
wonderfully successful this year, attended by 
approximately 75 people on Nov 14. Twenty 
frozen turkeys were given away as prizes, 
and bottles of wine were given when more 
than one person won a specific game. Dinner 
included homemade ziti, pizza, salad, pies, 
and beverages, prepared by Annemarie New-
man, Angela Masino, Debby Hillebrand, 
Rick Hillebrand, Mary Ann Berger, Phyllis 
Masino, Rose Lenzer, and others. Frank Alfano called the numbers, 
Gary Berger helped set up, and Butch Pullara helped set up and 
take down. Mary Troia’s family celebrated her birthday by bringing 
birthday cake to share with everyone.  

New IAWC board
Congratulations to the new IAWC 
board! Their term begins in January. 
This board plans to initiate some 
new activities and learning opportu-
nities over the next two years. 

President: Phyllis DeGioia

Vice President: Ashleigh Yonke

Secretary: Marcia Smecko

Treasurer: Linda Belz

Members at Large: Angela Masino, 
Annemarie Newman
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IWC Council Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of 
Each Month 7:00 pm

IWC Membership Meetings – 3rd 
Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 pm

Please clip and post this calendar.
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