
January / February 2016  •  Italia • 1

I hope your 
Christmas 

holiday was full of 
the joyous spirit 
of the season, with 
neighbors, friends 
and family sharing 

love and good cheer. A new year 
brings opportunity to strengthen the 
bond that we share as IWC mem-
bers, and optimism that we’ll find 
solutions to whatever challenges 
we face.  

Upcoming Events

International Festival (January 9)
We got an early start to the new 
year with our annual participa-
tion in the International Festival. 
Several members joined Travis 
Hunter in preparing meatball and 
hot beef sandwiches along with 
olive salad for sale to the hundreds 
of visitors to the popular, multi 
- cultural event at the Overture 
Center. In addition, Frank Alfano 
and Tony Bruno distributed 
information about our club at our 
sister city booth.
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Roma Lodge Winter Bocce 
Tournament (January 16)
Once again our Roma Lodge 
brothers have invited us to join 
them for their Winter Bocce 
Tournament. As several of our 
members (including yours truly) 
have experienced, playing bocce 
indoors is a totally different 
game. At press time, our team 
was not complete, but whoever 
attended was sure to have lot  
of fun and plenty of great food 
and drink.

Bottling The Wine (January 19)
Our 2015 vintage was bottled prior 
to our January membership meet-
ing. Although we produced fewer 
bottles this year, we should all take 
great pride in preserving the tradi-
tion of authentic wine – making the 
way our ancestors did it.

Bus Trip To Racine & Kenosha (April)
A couple of years ago, we organized 
a full day bus trip to the Italian 
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President’s Message

IWC held its annual picnic at Hoyt Park in 2012 (see pages 3 and 5 for more about  
Hoyt Park).
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IAWC Birthdays

Marcia Smecko Jan 1

Rosemary Troia Jan 26

Katie West Jan 20

Cheryl Parrino Jan 21

Phyllis DeGioia Feb 3

Angela Masino Feb 3

Kristi Dohm Feb 6

Erin Mender Feb 9

Toni Gunnison Feb 16

Marsha Oliva Miyagawa Feb 24

Sr. Toni Palermo Feb 15

Kathy Parisi Williams Feb 17

Christmas Caroling
In mid-December, several IAWC members sang Christmas carols at 
the assisted living facility of two members. At one facility are Katie 
LeTourneau and Jeanette Montalto, and Ninfa Grinnell lives at another.  
We sang to Ninfa in her room while she was in bed, and she sang along 
to her requested carols and smiled the entire time. Most thanks go to 
Ashleigh Yonke, who arranged the event, and to professional singer 
Annmarie Newman, but others showed up too: Jean Musilami, Angela 
Masino, Giovanna Micelli Jeffries, and Phyllis DeGioia. Giovanna sang 
a carol in Italian, and then Annemarie sang it using both English and 
Italian. Written lyrics were provided so residents could sing along.  The 
event is destined to become an annual event.

Annual Lasagna Dinner at Gilda’s Club
On February 4, IAWC members will once again serve a full lasagna 
dinner at Gilda’s Club in Madison. Gilda’s Club is a non-profit 
organization that provides support to cancer patients and their entire 
family throughout their entire journey with cancer. People share their 
experiences, ask questions, and provide support for one another. It’s 
not just for women, either, it’s for anyone.  They offer a welcoming 
environment away from the emotionally charged health care setting.   
The lasagna will be made Feb. 3 during our regular meeting. Anyone 
from either club who is interested in volunteering to help one non-profit 
care for another non-profit should contact Phyllis DeGioia at info@iawc-
madison.com. 

Miss Festa Application Date
To give Miss Festa 2016 more time to prepare a traditional outfit, instead 
of creating a stressful time frame, we are moving up the application 
deadline to MARCH 1.  Applications will be emailed to both clubs next 
month, and hard copies will be available at regular meetings. 

IAWC Calendar

Feb 4: Lasagna dinner at Gilda’s Club

March 1: Miss Festa applications due

March 6: Spaghetti dinner fund raiser

Nov 2: Thanksgiving Pot Luck

Nov 19: Corn (BINGO) Party

Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser
We’re bringing back the spaghetti dinner fund raiser, 
to be held Sunday, March 6 at St. Joseph’s  
Church after Mass ends at 11:45 am. Let  
your friends know. Volunteers are n 
eeded. Contact Phyllis DeGioia at  
info@iawc-madison.com.

mailto:info@iawc-madison.com
mailto:info@iawc-madison.com
mailto:info@iawc-madison.com
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Think Spring!

s p o n s o r

By Catherine Tripalin Murray 

There are 
some things 

in life that are 
just meant to be. 
After writing 
and featuring 

IWC members in Italia since 1987, 
this is the first time a non-Italian 
non-member will be featured at 
length in Amichevole Novita as the 
result of a phone call received last 
October regarding Jacob Arndt’s 
Northwest Masonry & Stone 
Company’s restoration of many 
aging stone fireplaces in Hoyt Park 
during the 1990s. Local historian 
Pam Mather’s project for the 20th 
anniversary of the Friends of Hoyt 
Park would entail the restoration 
and historical marking of 14 fire-
places and tables built in the 1930s 
for the WPA by Italian immigrant 
stone masons with stone from the 
park’s adjacent quarry.  However, 
something else mentioned of great 
importance was a carved WPA 
stone that was missing.  The timing 
of it all was remarkable since IWC 
member and club historian Tim 
Gatti happened to be gathering 
information about Hoyt Park and 
the Italian immigrants who worked 
there, and asked me for help. 

I knew all about Hoyt Park as 
the place where I had been cel-
ebrating my birthdays since1941 
as a four-year-old. That connection 
with the park innocently carried 
me through life to learn every inch 
of the park like the back of my 

Amichevole Novita (friendly news)
hand during all four seasons. In 
the process, I established my own 
favorite fireplace, identified Indian 
markings along wooded pathways, 
and learned about Greenbush Ital-
ians who often gathered there for 
pasta picnics with family, friends, 
and neighbors. When arrangements 
were made to meet Mather at the 
park’s “lookout,” referred to years 
ago as Sunset Point, Gatti was 
unable to join us.  Sensing a need 
for an IWC member to be involved, 
I  asked Tony Bruno to accompany 
me, not only because he is my 
good friend, but also I’m aware 
that his grandfather, Anton Bruno, 
had been one of the Greenbush 
immigrants who worked at the park 
back then for the WPA.

Tony and I learned much more 
that day about the park’s many 
stone fireplaces and Arndt’s resto-
ration of them during the 1990s.   
Mather questioned the absence of 
a carved WPA stone and had asked 
Arndt to return it to the park where 
she felt it belonged. We had other 
ideas, as did Arndt, with concerns 
that the stone could be damaged 
further by weather or vandalism.  
When Arndt contacted me in 
December about having retrieved 
it from his Lake Mills property, he 
had decided that the carved stone 
belonged to the Italian Workmen’s 
Club, not only because many 
members had worked at the park as 
stone masons, but that it would be 
properly protected in their Regent 
Street clubhouse.

On Monday, December 21, 

Arndt called early in the morning 
to tell me he was in Madison with 
the carved WPA stone and asked to 
meet at the clubhouse. Informing 
him that the club was locked, I 
asked him to contact Tony Bruno 
immediately and within a few 
hours, Arndt met with Tony and 
David Rizzo to present a relic wor-
thy of  my own sentimental reasons 
of being placed in the clubhouse 
where those Italian immigrant 
stone masons had gathered together 
with friends and members… so 
many years ago. 

To Jacob Arndt, Salute!

For more on the Hoyt Park 
Restoration, see page 5. 
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President’s Message continued
Clubs in Southeast Wisconsin. We 
filled a full – size coach and over 
fifty people enjoyed a wonderful 
day of food, drink, shopping, sports 
and camaraderie. Our plan is to 
make a similar trip this spring and 
we expect the seats to fill up fast. 
Look for a flyer with reservation 
information in early February.  

Festa Italia (June 3 – 5)
Planning is underway for our annual 
Cultural Picnic & Music Festival 
at McKee Farms Park in Fitchburg. 
We’ll have our usual variety of 
great Italian food and desserts along 
with entertainment and activities for 
all ages. Block your calendars and 
join your fellow members for three 
days of celebrating all things Italian. 
Look for more information in future 
newsletters.

Updates

Honor The Past
Tim Gatti continues to spearhead 
our effort to organize, identify and 
preserve the thousands of photos 
of the Greenbush Neighborhood. 
The Wisconsin Historical Society is 
able to provide some guidance, but 
the task is ours. We can no longer 
“wait until next year.” Anyone 
willing to help in this effort, please 
contact Tim or myself.

Recently, Tony Bruno, John 
Caliva, Jim Trameri and Frank 
Alfano met with Italian language 
students from UW – Madison at our 
clubhouse. They shared stories of 
the unique diversity of the Green-
bush Neighborhood and emphasized 
the wonderful traditions of picnics 
and wine – making that highlighted 
the simple life back then. To be 
sure, emotions ran high as they 
recalled the pain of seeing their 
boyhood homes leveled in the name 
of progress. Several students were 
inspired to theme their semester 
papers based on the information 
they received. What a nice tribute.

Celebrate The Present
We gather on the third Tuesday 
of every month to discuss upcom-
ing events, review the needs and 
financial health of the club and to 
enjoy a meal prepared on site in our 
clubhouse kitchen. There’s no better 
way to celebrate the present then by 
joining your fellow members for a 
glass of wine, a nice meal and some 
friendly conversation. Make plans 
to attend a membership meeting. 
You’ll be glad you did.

Envision The Future
Our club has been working with 
the Italian Language Department 
at UW – Madison for the past year 
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continued from page 2

to establish an Italian Center on 
campus to help students studying 
Italian, and to assist local companies 
that would like to do business in 
Italy. This effort began in Decem-
ber, 2014, with the visit of his 
Excellency Claudio Bisogniero, the 
Italian Ambassador to the United 
States. Since then, Frank Alfano 
and Tony Bruno have worked with 
officials at the university and at the 
Consul General’s office in Chicago 
to obtain office space and to create 
marketing materials for the purpose 
of securing sponsorship dollars for 
operating expenses, scholarships, 
fellowships and teaching aids. There 
is no better example of our mission 
in action, and there are great things 
ahead in 2016 for this project.

President’s Mail Box

Send me an e-mail (davidrizzo@
me.com) or drop a note in the box 
I’ve provided in our club’s office. 

mailto:davidrizzo@me.com
mailto:davidrizzo@me.com
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President continued from  page 4

If there’s something you like or don’t 
like about our club, I really want to hear 
from you. I can’t promise that we’ll 
address every need, or implement every 
idea, but I can promise you the courtesy 
of a response.

Fino alla prossima volta, essere bene e 
che Dio benedica.David Rizzo 

IWC Birthdays

January
James Trameri (5) • Richard Parisi (5)

William Fannucchi (6) • Daniel Capacio (9)

Matthew Jarosz (9) • Todd Vitale (11)

Arthur Bormett (14) • Carlo Bonura (17)

Nick Baldarotta (23) • Peter Cerniglia (24)

Carmine Ciarletta (24) 

Jason Mascitti (31) • Daniel Blasiole (31)

February

Joe LaBarbera (3) • Thomas Speranza (3)

Louis Cassini (4) • Nate Troia (6)

Thomas Germanotta (10)

Joe Alfano (12) • Carl Bruscato (13)

Vito Cerniglia (13) • Josept Schiro (19)

Vincent Ritacca (21) • Joseph Scarpelli (22)

Robert Chiesa (24) • Peter Sorce (24)

Stephen Sasso (26) • Frank Alfano (27)

Rossario Parisi (28) 

Condolences

The Hoyt Park Fireplaces: A Lasting Tribute  
to Italian Stone Masons

In the 1930s, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
provided opportunities for millions of unemployed laborers to 
use their strong work ethic and professional skills to help build 
community parks, public buildings, and roads across the country.

Wonderful examples of this work can be experienced at Hoyt 
Park, 22 acres nestled in Madison’s near west side.  Hiking trails 
and a restored prairie refresh the soul of the naturalist in all of 
us.  There are courts, fields, and plenty of open space for sports 
enthusiasts, while picnickers delight in two very hospitable 
shelters.

But Hoyt’s crown jewels are the fourteen historic fireplaces 
located throughout the property.  Each of the free – standing 
structures has an unmistakable and unique look, the result of Ital-
ian stone masons who were given leave to build according to their 
wishes.  This was in keeping with one of the WPA project’s goals 
of establishing a forum for the creative expression of artisans 
rather than the simple execution of a one-size-fits-all order.  

Skilled stonework is embedded in the Italian culture, as evi-
denced by the many classic gardens, buildings, and sculptures 
throughout Italy.  At the Hoyt Park site, workers would quarry 
the raw stone from the north cliff face and masons would shape 
each piece to fit their fireplace designs, as well as the walls, 
stairways, restrooms and pavilions that grace the grounds.

By the 1990s the fireplaces were showing signs of serious wear 
and tear.  Due to the prohibitive cost of repairs, the city was look-
ing to have them removed.  Northwestern Masonry & Stone, a 
Madison-based company, agreed to repair and restore the historic 
structures for the cost of materials only.  The city agreed, and 
with an interested public looking on, or stopping by to reminisce, 
a professional historic preservation mason named Jacob Arndt 
completed the work over a two-year period.

Additionally, an organization called the Friends of Hoyt Park 
(FHP) has taken the lead to memorialize the fireplaces with 
appropriate recognition of the original builders.  One of the 
authentic stones with the initials WPA carved into it was 
recently uncovered and could serve as a fitting tribute and part 
of a centerpiece of a future memorial.  With guidance from Mr. 
Arndt, FHP is working with the City of Madison to ensure that 
periodic tuckpointing and regular cleaning of the structures and 
the immediate area surrounding them will preserve these historic 
artifacts for generations to come.  

Ellen Scalissi, age 94, passed away peace-
fully in her sleep, on Jan. in Mequon, 
Wis. Ellen was born to Charles and Mabel 
Chandler in Waukesha, on June 19, 1921. 
She grew up in Woodruff and Minoqua. 
Ellen married John Scalissi on May 8, 
1943. Together they raised three children, 
Gloria, Mary Ellen and John. She was an 
interior decorator with Town & Country 
Interiors. She was a member of IAWC. 
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IWC Council Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of 
Each Month 7:00 pm

IWC Membership Meetings – 3rd 
Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 pm

Please clip and post this calendar.
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