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Festa Italia 
Our Annual 
Cultural Picnic 
& Music Festival 
June 3 – 5 

Let me begin 
by thanking my co–chairs, Ross 
DePaola and Greg Schroeder. 
Their leadership and the 
dedicated efforts of the many 
committee members has resulted 
in a plan for Festa Italia 2016 
that brings together tradition 
and new ideas for one of Dane 
County’s premier ethnic festivals.

McKee Farms Park in Fitchburg 
will again be the site for our 
annual celebration of Italian 
food, music, culture and fun for 
the whole family. Whether you’re 
looking to share a nice meal with 
your family, enjoy live music with 
friends, or simply sip a glass of 
wine in the sun, Festa Italia is 
the place to be. As a reminder, 
profits from this event help fund 
scholarships for local high school 
students, who are planning to 
attend four–year or two-year 
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degree programs. 

Food & Beverage
Food options start with a 
spaghetti and meatball dinner, 
complete with salad and bread. 
Other offerings from area 
restaurants and food providers 
range from Italian sausage, 
beef, meatball, chicken and 
porchetta sandwiches to pizza, 
an Italian fry tent with arancini 
and sfingi, gelato, a variety of 
homemade Italian desserts and 
more.

We’ll have our usual variety 
of beverage choices including 
selections from a new line 
of wines from Southern Italy 
Imports. In addition, our very 
own “Greenbush” beer will be 
offered to provide “A Taste of 
Sicily.”

Musical Entertainment
Musical acts for all three days 
will feature traditional favorites 
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IWC Update

See Miss Festa Page 2

Miss Festa 2016
Miss Festa Jen Nichols is a first cousin of IWC 
member Joe Scalissi. Jen works for Madison 
Teachers Inc. and is active with the Oregon 
Straw Hat Players. Her hobbies include cooking, 
singing, dancing, theater, and crocheting.

Her great-great-grandfather Antonino Di Gregorio was born in 
1862 in Piana dei Greci, Palermo, Sicily. Antonino was married to 
Jen’s great-great-grandmother Giuseppa (Di Carlo) Di Gregorio, 
born in 1869 in Altofonte, Palermo. Antonio traveled to America, 
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Birthdays
IWC

May

Enzo Ciarletta (1)

Robert Smith (4)

William Batista (7)

Trevor Conti (10)

Frank Zampardi (10)

Joe Brusca (12)

Ron Giordan (16)

Michael Cerniglia (17)

Nicholas Schiavo (17)

Jim Pullara (19)

Jay Moretti (20)

Ron Gatti (23)

Anthony Fiore (26)

Christopher Schroeder (26)

Greg Thoemke (26)

John Colletti (27)

George Colletti (28)

June

Antonio Rauti (1)

John Baker (3)

Todd Cambio (4)

Nick Lemin (4)

Anthony Balistreri (6)

Gary Berger (8)

Angelo LaBarro (11)

Dick Murray (12)

Bab Lavigna (17)

Christopher Eaglin (20)

IAWC

Terri Belz May 7

Mary Schiro June 9

Jean Musillami June 21

Katie LeTourneau June 23

and his wife joined him later, 
with her mother and siblings, 
coming through Ellis Island in 
1913.

In 1888, her great-grandfather, 
Giuseppe Scalisi, was born 
in Piana dei Greci, the son of 
Jen’s great-great-grandparents 
Giovanni Scalisi and Maria 
(Camalo) Scalisi, also of Piana 
dei Greci. Giuseppe came 
through New Orleans in 1904. 
At that time, Giuseppe’s name 
was changed to Joseph, and an 
additional “s” was added to spell 
Scalissi the way it is spelled 
today. Around 1915, Joseph 
moved to Madison to marry 
Anna Di Gregorio. Her maternal 
Grandfather, John Scalissi, was 
their first child.

In 1937, her grandfather 
John married Virginia Clara 
Tortorice, whose parents had 
also immigrated from Sicily; Jen’s 

Miss Festa, continued

mother Annette Marie Scalissi was born in 1938. She married 
Peter Nichols in 1866 after a three-month romance. Jen was 
born in 1970.

Thanks to her natural singing and theatrical talents, Jen is 
certain to be a fantastic ambassador for the Italian community 
during Festa Italia.

Our two Little Miss Festas are so excited! Giovanna Scalissi, the 
6-year old daughter of Deb and Joe Scalissi, is one of them, 
just to keep things in the family! Giovanna is excited about 
participating with this year’s Festa Queen, her Aunt Jen. The 
other Little Miss Festa is 7-year old Madelyn Crouthamel, 
whose mother Dana Franco is an Italian Folk Dancer (Maddie 
used to be in the Memorial Day Parade with the folk dancers 
when she was little). Madelyn is second generation Barese. 

Giovanna Scalissi

Madelyn Crouthamel
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Theel continued on page 7

s p o n s o r

By Catherine Tripalin Murray 

When Festa 
Italia 

arrives again 
during the first 
weekend in 
June at McKee 
Farms Park 

in Fitchburg, fond childhood 
memories will return Jack Theel 
to Olin Park back in the1950s 
when the Italians and Sicilians 
from his beloved Greenbush 
neighborhood celebrated their 
heritage and culture with music 
and “lots of food,” in his case, 
being able to eat one meatball at 
a time while playing games with 
his good friend, Tommy Romano, 
and other good buddies. It also 
meant being on his best behavior 
under the watchful eyes of his 
parents, Bob and Sarah Parisi 
Theel whose growing family 
resided at 824 Regent Street, 
and Jack’s proud immigrant 
grandparents, Giovanni and 
Rosaria Scalissi Parisi, who had 
arrived from Sicily in 1913 and 
lived around the corner at 7 N. 
Park Street. Gatherings held at 
Olin Park were enjoyed by most 
everyone from the neighborhood 
because Greenbush also meant 
family togetherness. 

Jack was born in 1951 at 
Madison General Hospital, 
the fourth son to Sarah and 
Bob Theel with first born Bob 
Jr., followed by Chuck, then 
Russ, and after Jack, William, 
Joey and Patricia. Life was 

Amichevole Novita (friendly news)
worth remembering. Everyone 
attended 10:15 Sunday Mass 
at St. Joseph’s before settling in 
at his grandparent’s home for 
pasta, sauce, meatballs, sausage, 
homemade bread and wine that 
his nonno made and kept in a 
huge vat in the cool basement 
that was served in small portions 
to Jack when he reached the age 
of 15. He remembers the kettle 
of sauce kept on his nonna’s 
stove every day of the week, and 
at other times snails in big soup 
pans that needed to be nudged 
with a wooden spoon to prevent 
their escape.

Cane pole fishing with his 
nonno on Lake Wingra and 
all the bluegills and crappies 
they caught together was also 
highlighted when his nonna, his 
mom, and her sisters Victoria, 
aka “Toots,” and Mary cleaned 
and fried them for all to enjoy. 
He also shared that Victoria was 
called “Toots” because she was 
so small she was wrapped like a 
Tootsie Roll and slept in a dresser 
drawer. 

When Jack was about five or 
six-years old, and his mother 
was cooking at Josie’s, he’d help 
out by wrapping aluminum foil 
around their baked potatoes. He 
liked walking over to DiSalvo’s 
for a treat of lemon drops and 
7-Up, and also craved cream 
soda. And because boys will be 
boys, how well he remembers 
one winter day when he and his 
brothers were sledding down 

Bascom Hill 
and one of the 
brothers ended 
up in the middle 
of N. Park St. 
Being aware 
that he was too 
scared to move, a city bus driver 
stepped down from his bus to 
stop traffic long enough for his 
brother to get up and pull his 
sled back where he belonged. 
And though the family moved 
to the east side when Jack was 
only seven, his Sicilian pride 
and memories of the people in 
Greenbush who looked out for 
each other will stay with him 
forever.
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President’s Message
Festa Italia 2016 is only a few 
weeks away. Make plans to attend 
with family and friends. Make a 
commitment to serve as a volunteer 
to help make sure our most 
important event of the year is a 
social and financial success. 

Look for details on what Festa 
has to offer this year in a separate 
article.

Recent Events – Social 
Activities
Wine Bottling 
We bottled our recent vintage 
prior to our January and March 
membership meetings. A special 
thanks to Ross DePaola, Paul 
Meyer and Todd Cambio for their 
leadership. Thank you to everyone 
else who participated in the 
process. It just gives you a good 
feeling to preserve the tradition of 
authentic wine – making the way 
our ancestors did it.

Sauce Tasting 
Our annual sauce tasting contest 
was hosted by Dr. Dan Malone. 
Every Italian family has a sauce 
recipe that has been handed down 
from generation to generation. 

Several of those recipes were 
on display for local media 
personalities and members to enjoy. 
The contest results were unknown 
when this newsletter went to press.

Bus Tripping 
A full coach bus full of members, 
spouses and friends enjoyed 
a full day of delicious food, 
refreshing beverages, a unique 
shopping experience, friendly 
sports competition and priceless 
camaraderie. Our tour made stops 
at the ICC in Milwaukee, Roma 
Lodge in Racine and Tenuta’s 
Delicatessen and Italian American 
Club in Kenosha. 

Recent Events – Building 
Maintenance
Having a landmark 94–year old 
building as our clubhouse is truly 
special. Every time I come in to 
check the mail, or prepare for 
a meeting, I’m impressed with 
the tributes that we have to our 
ancestors, award recipients, and 
past presidents. Unfortunately, 
a building this old sometimes 
requires significant maintenance.

Butch Pullara, Frank Alfano 
and Jack Parrino made it through 
the crawl space above our back 
room and ventured into our attic. 
Although we still store some 
odds and ends up there, the real 
discovery was the paucity of 
insulation. We hired Rockweiler 
Insulation, Inc., a local firm, to 
inspect, seal, and insulate the 
attic. The work was just recently 
completed and the result should 
be a positive impact on our future 
heating and cooling costs.

Old plumbing goes along with an 
old building. Fortunately, digital 
cameras can diagnose problems 
without digging and trenchless 
technology focuses on pipe 
rehabilitation by use of liners to 
avoid property destruction and 
business interruption. Feltner’s 
Sewer & Drain Service out 
of Milwaukee is scheduled to 
complete the necessary repairs in 
mid–April.

See President’s Message Page 7

Charmaine Pelliterri and Tony Bruno 
helped serve at IAWC’s pasta dinner 
fundraiser. 

Annemarie Newman prepares sauce for 
the fundraiser. 
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Condolences
Ellen Scalissi, age 94, passed away peacefully on January 1st, 2016 
in Mequon. She grew up in Woodruff and Minoqua. Ellen married 
John Scalissi on May 8, 1943, in Columbia, S.C. where John was 
stationed at Fort Jackson while serving in World War II. Together 
they raised three children, Gloria, Mary Ellen, and John.  She is 
survived by her daughters, Gloria McPherson of Carmel, CA; Mary 
Ellen (Lee) Jost of Cedarburg; son, John G. (Linda) Scalissi of 
Fitchburg; and many grandchildren, great grandchildren. 

Phillip Cuccia, passed away on November 1, 2015, in Chico, 
California.  The oldest son of Sicilian immigrants of Arbëreshë 
descent, Phillip was born in 1923 in Madison. In 1937, his family 
moved to California. In 1950, he married Sarafine (Sara) Amaro. 
They raised three daughters in a house he built largely by himself. 
Despite living in California, he was an IWC member.  

IAWC Pasta Fundraiser 
The first fund-raising pasta meal 
set up in a few years was held 
March 6 at St. Joseph’s Church. 
Homemade sauce used bite-size 
pieces of sausage and spices; 
angel hair pasta was cooked so 
it was unnecessary to cook it 
half-way through the day before. 
Thanks go out to Sam’s Club for 
the discount.

Unfortunately, Mass was not well 
attended that morning and the 
effort only raised a few hundred 
dollars. Leftovers were shared 
at IWC’s March meeting, and 
the remainder will be served at 
IAWC’s May meeting. 

An immense volume of food 
was prepared by Asheigh 
Yonke, Annemarie Newman, 
Charmaine Pelliteri, Carol 
and Ross Scovotti, Sue and Jim 
Trameri, Phyllis DeGioia, Jean 
Musilami, and Rick and Debby 
Hillebrand. Many of those 
folks also helped serve people. 
Dining room volunteers included 
Sister Toni Palermo, Marcia 
Smecko, Toni Gunnison, Rosa 
Carollo French, Kim Link, Amy 
Campbell, and Tony Bruno.   

New IAWC Members
Congratulazione to our new members!

Rosa Carollo French

Melissa Carollo

Regina DeTrana-Hinrichs

Jo Chalhoub 

IAWC Anniversary

To acknowledge the 82nd anniversary of IAWC, the club tried 
something new this year because our Woman of the Year 
celebration will be held at the IWC Columbian banquet. For 
the first time ever, members went to dinner at a restaurant 
and ordered off the menu. The restaurant was Café Porta 
Alba because their Neapolitan pizza is officially recognized 
by the “Verace Pizza Napoletana” Association of Italy. Owner 
Vincenzo Pugliese took good care of us.

Calendar of Eventsl 

April 30:  IWC Bus Trip

June 3-5  Festa Italia

Oct 9:  Columbus Day Banquet

Nov 2:  IAWC Thanksgiving Pot 
Luck

Nov 19:  IAWC Corn (BINGO) Party
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IWC Update continued
along with some new sounds to 
broaden our audience reach. On 
the main stage, we get started 
on Friday night with Johnny 
Chimes and the Nat’l Blues 
Band, featuring blues and jazz 
favorites. They’re followed by 
the popular disco, funk dance 
band, VO5. Gerri DiMaggio 
kicks off the main stage lineup 
on Saturday with her enticing 
renditions of popular jazz 
standards. Universal Sound, a 
mainstay of Festa, gets things 
rockin’ with rhythmic sounds 
of the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s. 
Wifee and The Huzzband, a 
ten–piece ensemble, returns 
by popular demand with 
their distinctive take on soul, 
Motown and classic rock & 
roll. Accordionist Jim Giacalone 
plays traditional favorites on 
the Culture Tent stage, and 
additional performers are 
being considered to round 
out Saturday’s line up. Joe 
Scalissi kicks things off on 
Sunday afternoon performing 
his renowned “Happy Hour” 
impersonation and tribute to 
Dean Martin. Our main stage 
entertainment concludes with 
authentic blues, soul and R&B 
selections by The Jimmys.

Italian Culture, Kids Activities & 
Sports
Our Culture Tent will be filled 
with historical pictures of the old 
Greenbush Neighborhood. We’ll 
also have a video camera set up 
to record stories and memories. 
The tent really comes alive with 
cooking demonstrations from 
local experts on Saturday and 
Sunday. A “Flags of Italy” parade 
and presentation will entertain 
and educate. Our very own 
Italian Folk Dancers will perform 
throughout the weekend. We’ll 
also honor the most distinguished 
and longest tenured members of 
both the IWC and IAWC. A Catholic 
mass will be conducted on Sunday 
morning at 10:00 AM. Finally, Miss 
Festa, Jen Nichols, will serve as 
hostess throughout the weekend.

Wayne the Wizard will entertain 
children of all ages with his magic 
act and Truly Remarkable Loon 
will amaze and amuse with his 
masterful exhibition of juggling 
expertise.

There’s a pasta-eating contest 
(Saturday afternoon) and a 
soccer skills demonstration 
(Sunday). There’ll also be bocce 
tournaments on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Sanfillippo • Fitch Lawrence • Cress 
Funeral Home & Crematory 

EstablishEd 1849 • associatEd with crEss FunEral homEs

6021 UNIVERSITY AVE • Serving Madison and Middleton

45 year IWC and Bersagliere Member Sam Sanfillippo and Patricia Sanfillippo
(608) 238-8406 (if no answer - 233-9654) 

We treat every family as our own . . .

Festa - Volunteers Needed
The Mission of the IWC is to 
preserve the history, culture, 
language and memories of the 
Italian people who immigrated 
to Madison. Our ancestors valued 
the importance of gathering to 
celebrate with neighbors and 
friends. Festa Italia continues 
that tradition. 

The members of our Festa 
Planning Committee are 
volunteering their time and 
energy to plan Festa, but they 
can’t execute it alone. We need 
everyone to participate. 

I would like all members to 
enjoy the tastes, sights, sounds 
and camaraderie of Festa with 
family, friends and neighbors. I 
also ask you to volunteer a few 
hours of your time to staff one or 
more of the many roles required 
to ensure a successful event. 
We’ve made it even easier for 
you to volunteer this year with 
the on-line SignUpGenius service 
at www.signupgenius.com. You 
can also sign up at our monthly 
Membership Meeting. 

If you have any questions 
about how to sign up, please 
contact Greg Schroeder at 
greg_schroeder@charter.net. 

David Rizzo
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President continued from page 6

After graduating from LaFollette 
in 1971, he joined the Marine 
Corps. Later he’d work for his 
Uncle Sam’s Parisi Construction 
Company, Oscar Mayer and 
Company, and currently is 
employed by the Madison 
School District as a behavioral 
specialist. Jack and his wife, 
Rebecca, have three grown 
children, Chad, Talia and Marc, 
and a grandson Magnus,

With Tim Gatti as his sponsor, 
Jack became an IWC member in 
October, 2014. Needless to say, 
with fond memories that will 
nourish him forever, he looks 
forward to helping out during 
Festa Italia 2016. 

To Jack Theel, Salute! 

Theel continued from page 5

Updates
Honor The Past

Frank Alfano and I recently met 
with the artist, Antonio Testolin and 
a representative from the Madison 
Arts Commission, Karin Wolf 
to discuss a plan to restore “The 
Spirit of Greenbush” sculpture and 
monument on the corner of Regent 
and North Murray streets. Dedicated 
in October 2000, it tells the story 
of the Greenbush neighborhood 
through a series of pictures and 
quotations. It’s also surrounded by 
commemorative tiles. It has fallen 
into alarming disrepair with some of 
the quotations being difficult to read 
and all of the photo images severely 
faded. Our club will stay involved 
to ensure that the city makes this 
restoration project a priority. 

Celebrate The Present
The pot luck at our March 

membership meeting had the feeling 
of a gathering that our ancestors 
may have enjoyed. A variety of 
entrees, salads and desserts made 
for a great shared meal. A special 
thanks to Phyllis DeGioia for 
sharing pasta, sausage and sauce 
from the IAWC pasta dinner 
event. We ate the meal prior to the 
business meeting, and we may look 
to repeat that on occasion in the 
future.

Envision The Future
The Italian Center project 

continues to pursue “lead gifts” 
and general fund raising. Meetings 
have been set up with select local 
and regional businesses to fund 

operating expenses, and follow 
up phone calls to potential 
sponsors throughout the state 
are being made to acquire funds 
for scholarships, fellowships 
and teaching aids. The Consul 
General’s Office in Chicago has 
renewed their commitment to 
helping make the Center a reality 
by fall, 2016. Professors Gilles 
Bousquet and Ernesto Livorni 
of the UW–Madison French & 
Italian program were to provide 
a project update at our April 
membership meeting.

President’s Mail Box
Send me an e-mail (davidrizzo@
me.com) or drop a note in the 
box I’ve provided in our club’s 
office. If there’s something you 
like or don’t like about our club, 
I really want to hear from you. I 
can’t promise that we’ll address 
every need, or implement every 
idea, but I can promise you the 
courtesy of a response.

Alla prossima volta, statevi bene e 
Dio vi benedica. 

David Rizzo

support

Call Mike Heald for more information 
on advertising in Italia. 

(608) 821-0886. 



2418 North Sherman Ave., Madison

 (608) 249-8257

 

www.wiscoinvest.com 

As a Madison-
based registered 
investment adviser, 
we help individuals 
and businesses 
make smart 
decisions with their 
financial assets.

Greg Schroeder

Portfolio Manager  
and IWC member

608.442.5507

s p o n s o r

IWC Council Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of 
Each Month 7:00 pm

IWC Membership Meetings – 3rd 
Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 pm

Please clip and post this calendar.

CALENDAR of Events
Collingwood Design 

• www.CollingwoodDesign.com •

logos • newsletters 
photo restoration 
pet portraits books 
• web sites house 
portraits 

Owner / Manager

AvantisVerona.com

Avanti Italian Restaurant & Pub


