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Everyone has a 
favorite outdoor 
summertime 
activity.  For some 
it’s golf or biking.  
For others it’s 
getting a vegetable 

garden started, or planting flowers.  
Still others enjoy boating, or just 
relaxing on the deck with a cold 
beer.  Whatever yours is, take the 
time to enjoy yourself.

I’d like to review our recent Festa 
Italia celebration and recognize a 
number of individuals who played 
significant roles in the planning and 
execution of Festa.

Festa Italia (June 3 - 5)
We welcomed over 5,000 guests 
to McKee Farms Park to enjoy 
remarkably good weather, great 
food, incredible entertainment 
and a sampling of Italian cultural 
history.  

We measure the success of Festa by 
answering two questions.  

Did our members and guests enjoy 
themselves? Yes! 

IWC President David Rizzo, 608-852-3665 • IWC Membership Secretary: John Troia (608) 271-0582 
Italia Editor Phyllis DeGioia • IWC phone: 608-258-1880 • www.iwcmadison.com

Food
A delicious array of food options 
provided by:
• IWC Pasta Venue, Dolci 
Italian American Sweets
• Benvenuto’s Restaurant, 
Cerniglia Products
• Glass Nickel Pizza, Java Cat, 
Ben’s Soft Pretzels
• Sugar River Kettle Korn, 
CIAO, IAWC

Musical Entertainment
Musical offerings for every ear:

Friday - Johnny Chimes and VO5

Saturday – Jim Giacalone, Gerri 
DiMaggio, Universal Sound and 
Wifee and the Huzzband

Sunday – Joe Scalissi and The 
Jimmys
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President’s Message

 The two Little Miss Festas, Madelyn Crouthamel and Giovanni Scalissi, had a great 
time and are likely to be friends for a long time to come. Photo by Ross DePaola.
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Birthdays
IWC
Robert Schiro 7/8

Henry Cuccia 7/9

Gregory Rossetti 7/9

Butch Pullara 7/10

Alexander Kaelin 7/11

Joe Cabibo 7/14

Anthony Bonanno 7/16

Dan Dyer 7/16

John Scalissi 7/17

Francesco Vitale 7/21

Michael Stassi 7/22

William Czajkowski 7/26

Steve Loniello 7/27

Leonard Novara 7/30

Robert Battaglia 8/7 • Phil Clementi Jr. 8/9

Michael Heald, 8/9 • Tim Gatti 8/12

Joe “Chicken” Cerniglia 8/20

Richard Alexander 8/22

Charles Belz 8/23 • Tiny Urso 8/27

Bob DiLorenzo 8/31

Scholarship Winners
IWC
Brian Hinrichs of Stoughton High School, whose mother Regina 
DeTrana-Hinrichs is a member of IAWC, will be studying biomedi-
cal engineering or law at UW Madison. He plans for a career solving 
medical mysteries to make the world a safer and healthier place. Brian 
spent some time in Assisi, Italy, volunteering to help disabled children 
and adults as a People to People ambassador. Brian became an Eagle 
Scout at 13.    

Benjamin Lucarelli from Edgewood High will be attending Marquette 
University to study in the honors program in mechanical engineer-
ing, and then get an MBA and start his own business. Benjamin’s 
great-great-grandparents immigrated from Campobasso near Rome 
to Chicago in 1909. His greatgrandfather Ernest Lucarelli taught him 
“Chi dorme non piglia pesci,” literally “who sleeps does not catch 
fish,” but in spirit means work hard, play hard. And he has!

Alex Pigarelli of Edgewood High plans to earn two bachelor degrees, 
one in particle physics and one in applied mathematics. At the time 
of his application, he was still deciding between UW Madison and 
Luther College. Eventually he hopes to have a PhD in physics and do 
research. His great-great-grandfather Giovanni Pigarella came over 
from Trentino in 1897, and at Ellis Island his name was changed to 
John Pigarella. Alex plays seven different instruments, although his 
favorites are the cello and piano, and he has played some of Vivaldi, 
Scarlatti, and Puccini. 

Most of the scholarship winners were able to attend Festa. 
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Schiro continued on page 7

s p o n s o r

By Catherine Tripalin Murray

I’m passionate 
about Italia and 
the responsibili-
ties that began 
for me as 
editor back in 
November of 

1987. Being able to continue as a 
staff member has meant more to 
me than most can imagine because 
writing about old and new IWC 
members makes me feel like I’m 
a member of la famiglia.  So once 
again, it is with great pride to shed 
some light on another Schiro, a 
family that has treated me with 
friendship that literally makes my 
Italian heart beat on a daily basis. 
And just when I think I know 
and love them all, another Schiro 
surfaces as yet another ingredient 
in a family that makes our Italian 
community as special as it has 
always been through the years.

As many of you already know, 
the Schiros have been prominent 
in law enforcement and Robert, 
aka “Bobby,” son of Joe Schiro, 
becomes the most recent one to 
recognize, proudly sharing his 
background that began with his 
great-grandfather Alex Drives 
who was professionally trained 
in the first state patrol academy. 
His grandpa Frank became a 
correctional officer and later, well-
respected work release coordinator 
at Oakhill Correctional Institute. 
His father, Joe, retired from Oakh-
ill as sergeant with 24 years of 
service, and his brother is currently 

Amichevole Novita (friendly news)
the administration lobby sergeant 
with 25 years of service.

And there’s more.  Bobby’s older 
cousins, George Schiro, Dominic 
Schiro, and Pete Cerniglia proudly 
served as Madison police officers 
for many years before retiring. A 
long time ago, cousin Dominic 
“Herk” Schiro introduced Bobby 
to the old firing range at the City-
County building in his detective 
squad and years later, he’d follow 
in his cousin Mike’s footsteps by 
joining the Dane County Sheriff’s 
office.

On May 19th, Bobby Schiro was 
honored during an annual awards 
ceremony by receiving a lifesav-
ing award from the Dane County 
Sheriff’s Department involving an 
incident that happened in the Pleas-
ant Springs Township. Having lost 
his pulse, a 50-year-old male was 
not breathing.  With the assistance 
of his partner, Bobby was able to 
revive the man by delivering chest 
compressions while his partner set 
up the AED. The patient regained 
his pulse and was transported to the 
hospital with a successful outcome.

Deputy Bobby Schiro has been 
a member of the Dane County 
Sheriff’s office for 17 years, cur-
rently working patrol midnights out 
of the west precinct. He values his 
profession and the attached Schiro 
history and remembers when his 
grandfather Frank, father Joe, and 
brother Frank stood by that night 
25 years ago when he became an 
IWC member.  He remembers 

being 18 and how proud he was, 
along with those first impressions  
of club meetings: being “filled with 
smoke, arguing, and friendly jabs;”  
how he enjoyed the camaraderie 
of the older generation, seeming 
to be brothers,  many being war 
veterans; the difficult times in the 
Greenbush neighborhood they 
discussed or just freely mentioned 
at random. He also remembers 
club nights, first going over to his 
grandma’s house for some of her 
breaded steak before driving his 
grandfather to the meeting, even 
though they’d be eating again after 
the meeting ended.  These are just 
some of the memories that continue 
to flourish, and nourish, Bobby 
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President’s Message

See President’s Message Page 7

Sports Activities & Children’s 
Entertainment

• Sports
• Bocce tournaments
• Soccer exhibition and skills 
clinic
• Pasta eating contest
• Children’s entertainers
• Karen Wendt – Face painter
• Wayne the Wizard – Magician
• Truly Remarkable Loon – 
Comedy Juggler

Italian Culture
• A display of photos of the 
Greenbush Neighborhood
• Cooking demonstrations
• Italian Folk Dancers of Madi-
son
• Flags of Italy parade and 
presentation
• Member recognition
Did we make money? Yes!

We won’t know the final numbers 
for a few weeks as we reconcile 
all expenses, but given our total 
revenue number, it’s safe to say 
our profit will help offset the 
costs of necessary maintenance 
and allow us to contribute to our 
scholarship account.

Making Festa Happen
Festa Italia doesn’t just happen.  
It’s a large-scale outdoor festival 
that requires months of planning 
and scores of volunteers to 
execute.  It’s an immense under-
taking for our club, and I want to 
personally thank everyone who 
volunteered their time and effort.

I also want to recognize the leaders 
of our various planning commit-
tees. 

Tri – Chairs
Ross DePaola and Greg 
Schroeder joined me in forming 
the executive committee.  We 
shared committee management 
responsibilities, maintained open 
and regular communication and 
collaborated on critical decisions.  

Beverages
Frank Alfano, Frank Zampardi 
and Jack Theel renewed our 
contracts with Wisconsin Distribu-
tors and Pepsi.     

We had terrific signage, great 
bartenders, a special Greenbush 
Beer, which sold out of a limited 
production of ten half barrels, and 
a new line of wines named Cor-
leone from Southern Italy Imports.

Greg Schroeder arranged for the 
West High School Wrestling team 
to staff the Pepsi tent in exchange 
for a portion of sales.

Pasta Tent
Travis Hunter managed this 
venue and added a Pasta Bowl 
(smaller portion with no salad or 
bread) and olive salad to our exist-
ing full pasta dinner and meatball 
sandwich menu.

Food Vendors
Frank Alfano, Todd Cambio and 
Troy Antoniewicz managed all 
vendor contracts and added Ben’s 
Soft Pretzels to our already strong 
lineup.

Administration
Dan Dyer obtained all necessary 
permits, licenses and insurance 
protections.

Finance
Led by John Benjamin with 
the assistance of Tom Pisapia, 
Anthony Gatti and Jack Parino, 
our entertainers were paid on site, 
the cash flow process was smooth, 
and a quick revenue comparison 

Jen Nichols, 
our 2016 Festa 
Queen, thanks 
our sponsors, 
IWC, and IAWC.
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IAWC sold many, many 
cucidati!
By Phyllis DeGioia 

IAWC President

After selling out of cucidati by 
midday on Saturday last year, 
this year IAWC made double the 
amount of Sicilian fig cookies. 
Bakers spent two nights at F.E.E.D 
kitchens producing an enormous 
volume of cucidati, although we 
actually don’t know how many 
we made. Hundreds of them! We 
made so many we didn’t even sell 
them all despite a constantly brisk 
business, and didn’t even make as 
much of our other types of cookies 
as usual. 

I’d like to thank Angela Masino, 
who is our certified safety person 
at F.E.E.D. and therefore must be 
there every time we bake there; 
Linda Belz, Kathy Nauman, 
Mary Katic, Sandy Hunter, 
Rose Hoffhein, Phyllis Masino, 
Charmaine Pelliteri, Paula Reif, 
Regina Hinrichs, Annemarie 
Neuman, Terri Belz, Marcia 
Smecko, Terry Parisi, Katie 
LeTourneau, Jean Musillami, 
Debby Hillebrand, Kristi Dohm, 
and Jeanette Alfano.

Thanks also to those who worked 
selling cookies. Our significant 
efforts paid off, and we did well 
Never underestimate the financial 
power of cookies!  

IAWC Birthdays

IAWC
Madeline Dimeo of McFarland High School will likely be attending 
UW Madison for an environmental engineering degree. She wants to 
make the world a better place by helping to improve, preserve, restore, 
and clean up our environment to help both nature and mankind. 
Because her family is low-income, in this era of rapidly increasing 
technology Madeline has had to do her homework at the library where 
she has free access to the Internet, but only when the library is open. 
Her grandfather is 100% Italian, and she believes that the Italian 
culture's emphasis on family has helped hers deal with significant 
health issues as well as lack of financial resources.

Cheyenne Trilling of Verona High School will be going to either 
UW-Milwaukee or West Point. Her goal is to become an agent for the 
FBI, and there she hopes to work with the Native American reserva-
tions in this country. As a young Native American girl, she lived on a 
Lakota Sioux reservation in South Dakota and saw victims of drug and 
alcohol abuse, child abuse, violence, and crime. She has seen lack of 
role models for the young, especially missing for teen girls. She plans 
to join the Army and request assignment to one of two bases in Italy, 
in Vincenza and Pisa. During WWII, her grandfather was stationed 
in Italy and loved it. She wants to understand more than one culture.   
Dominick Ogno

Although Dominic grew up in DeForest, his father grew up in Camo-
gli, near Genoa. His grandmother’s family fought for the resistance 
during WWII; his father would go to the train tunnels to sleep during 
Allied bombing raids. Dominic says he is a “total science geek” and 
will major in ACS Biochemistry at Winona State, after which he plans 
to pursue a PhD in virology and bacteriology. He knows that Italy 
boasts 17 Nobel laureates; he says Italians represent a blend of art and 
science, including Leonardi da Vinci. His friends think of pasta, the 
Coliseum, or the Pope as all-encompassing of Italian culture, and he 
loves it when he can share his experiences and see the look on their 
faces when he expands their preconceived notions. 

Scholarship Winners

Charmaine Pelliteri July 3

Carolyn Bonanno July 13

Doris Wallsch July 21

Kim Link Aug 10

Mary Caravello Aug 18

Kathy Nauman Aug 27
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President’s Message continued

Italia 
Italia is published bimonthly by the 
Italian Workmen’s Club. Subscriptions 

available for $18 per year. No part of this 
newsletter may bereproduced without 

express written permission.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Phyllis DeGioia

CONTRIBUTING REPORTERS 
Catherine Tripalin Murray 

and Antonino Re 

LISTS 
Ross DePaola

SUBSCRIPTIONS & ADVERTISING 
Mike Heald

TYPESETTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Donna Collingwood
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Ross DePaola

PRINTING 
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Sanfillippo • Fitch Lawrence • Cress 
Funeral Home & Crematory 

EstablishEd 1849 • associatEd with crEss FunEral homEs

6021 UNIVERSITY AVE • Serving Madison and Middleton

45 year IWC and Bersagliere Member Sam Sanfillippo and Patricia Sanfillippo
(608) 238-8406 (if no answer - 233-9654) 

We treat every family as our own . . .

to prior years helped us gauge our 
progress.

Marketing
Ron Giordan managed production 
of our TV spot and advised Trevor 
Conti on the purchase of print and 
broadcast media.

Ron also coordinated our highly 
effective and efficient social media 
buy.

Raffle
Phil Clementi Jr. and John Caliva 
managed our raffle and special 
“wooden nickel” promotions, 
which provided incremental sales.

Bocce
Raul DeLuna, Gary Berger and 
Anthony Gatti prepared the courts 
for play, registered the players and 
coordinated the officials for singles 
and doubles competition.

Culture Tent
Antonio Re, Tony Bruno and 
Tim Gatti coordinated cooking 
demonstrations, display of priceless 
photos of the Greenbush neighbor-
hood, Sunday mass and small stage 
entertainment.  

Grounds
Charlie Belz, Ed Nauman, Jim 
Trameri, and Butch Pullara 
managed everything from security 
fence and tent set up to providing 
necessary electrical power, post 
event tear down, and on the spot 
problem solving.

Manpower
Greg Schroeder used Sign Up 
Genius (on line sign up) to make 
it easier for members to volunteer 
and allocated resources to meet 
particular needs.

Security
John Troia contracted with Fitch-
burg Police and JBM to ensure that 
we provided a safe environment for 
our guests.

Entertainment
Mike Cammilleri contracted with 
a wide range of musical acts (some 
returning from last year and some 

new) that attracted audience mem-
bers of all ages  . . . broadening our 
festival’s appeal.

Ross DePaola secured three 
performers to entertain children.

Tim Gatti set up a soccer exhibi-
tion with the Madison 56ers.  It’s 
something we look forward to 
building on in the future.

Sponsorship
Steve Tortorici and Jim DiUlio 
secured sponsorship dollars by 
levering relationships and new 
ideas.  In addition, we had a Fiat 
and Alfa Romeo car on site all 
weekend and Ho Chunk Gaming 
Madison provided a prize wheel 
exhibit on Saturday. 
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Schiro.

Bobby Schiro and his wife, Kim, 
have been married for 16 years. 
They are blessed with three 
wonderful daughters, Nina Bella, 
Francesca, and Sammi, who 
respect the duty of their father 
being a deputy sheriff, love Schiro 
family gatherings, and attending 
Festa Italia every year.

To Robert “Bobby” Schiro, 
Salute!  

Schiro continued from page 5

support

Call Mike Heald for more  
information on advertising in Italia. 

(608) 821-0886. 

A perennial favorite, the pasta eating contest did not disappoint.

Gio’s Garden Benefit Was Successful
The IAWC auctioned off a homemade multi-course meal for 10 at a 
fundraiser for Gio’s Garden, a non-profit providing therapeutic respite 
center for children ages birth through six years old with special needs. 
Ron Giordan and his wife Charlotte Deleste founded the organization 
in honor of their son Giovanni. A family won the auction for $900. IWC 
provided the clubhouse and wine. Ross Scovotti was an amazing chef 
for the main meal of eggplant parmesan and roast pork. Phyllis DeGioia 
made the antipasti, Toni Gunnison made the dessert, Sandy Hunter 
was invaluable (the three of them waited on the table) and Frank Alfano 
donated homemade limoncello and rosolio (blue anise-flavored rocket 
fuel).

Ross Scovotti, wearing his chef’s hat, talks to the appreciative diners.



2418 North Sherman Ave., Madison

 (608) 249-8257

 

www.wiscoinvest.com 

As a Madison-
based registered 
investment adviser, 
we help individuals 
and businesses 
make smart 
decisions with their 
financial assets.

Greg Schroeder

Portfolio Manager  
and IWC member

608.442.5507

s p o n s o r

IWC Council Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of 
Each Month 7:00 pm

IWC Membership Meetings – 3rd 
Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 pm

Please clip and post this calendar.

CALENDAR of Events
Collingwood Design 

• www.CollingwoodDesign.com •

logos • newsletters 
photo restoration 
pet portraits books 
• web sites house 
portraits 

Owner / Manager

AvantisVerona.com

Avanti Italian Restaurant & Pub



  

 Welcome!

Italian Workmen’s Club  

914 Regent Street, Madison, WI 53715
Phone: (608) 258-1880

Golf
ITALIAN CLASSIC BENEFIT 

WHERE: Sun Prairie Golf Course

WHEN: Sunday,  August 21, 2016

TEE TIMES: 12:00 noon – Shotgun Start   

ENTRY FEE: $90 per person  ($25 of fee is tax deductible) 

INCLUDES: Green Fees, Golf Cart, Italian Sausage Lunch at 11:30, Steak Dinner,
Complimentary Drinks, Prizes on Several Holes, Raffle Prize
Drawings, and a Contribution to Badger Childhood Cancer Network.
(Dinner only - $30 – includes donation to BCCN. Dinner at 5:00)

WHO: IWC Members & Friends, IAWC Members & Friends 

SIGN-UP DEADLINE: August 10 (Wednesday).  
(Checks only). 

MAKE UP YOUR OWN FOURSOME, SEND IN THIS FORM
AND YOUR MONEY.
 IF YOU DON’T HAVE A FOURSOME,
WE WILL PUT YOU IN A COMPATIBLE GROUP. IN CASE
OF RAIN, DINNER ONLY AT 4:30pm; GOLF FEES
RETURNED. 
  

COMPLETE FORM WITH CHECK MADE OUT TO
GREENBUSH HERITAGE FOUNDATION , AND MAIL TO: 
TONY BRUNO, 3746 Robinhood Way, Madison, WI 53718

1. Name _____________________ Phone: ______________

2. Name _____________________ Phone: ______________

3. Name _____________________ Phone: ______________

4. Name _____________________ Phone: ______________

PHONE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!


