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As I’m writing 
this, the fond 
memories of our 
Annual Awards 
Banquet are still 
fresh.  There’s a 
crispness in the 

air, the fragrant smell of wood 
fires, a little frost on the pumpkins 
and a painter’s palette of colorful 
leaves to enjoy.  Get outside and 
enjoy the sensory overload of fall 
in Wisconsin.

Current Events
Wine Making (September)
The “breaking of the skins” took 
place on September 20th prior to 
our Membership Meeting.  A dozen 
members, young and old, joined in.  
Check out the great pictures on our 
website, iwcmadison.com.  After 
allowing for the natural fermenta-
tion process to begin, another 
group of members (Mike Alioto, 
John Caliva, Todd Cambio, Ross 
DePaola, Eric Holmes, Jack Par-
rino, Mark Salerno, Tom Smith 
and Joseph Tripalin) “pressed 
the grapes” on September 29th.  A 
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photographer from the Wisconsin 
State Journal captured the scene, 
which would have made our 
ancestors smile.  Our old wooden 
wine press produced eight carboys 
of juice, which will become wine 
ready for bottling early next year.

Columbus Day Awards Banquet 
(October 9)
Our 44th annual awards banquet 
was held at the Porta Bella restau-
rant.  With the IAWC joining us 
this year, Phyllis DeGioia and I 

co-hosted the event, which filled the 
nicely appointed Montova Room.  
Fine food and drink was enjoyed 
by all as we saluted the honorees.  
John Benjamin (IWC Columbian 
of the Year) and Katie Stassi West 
(IAWC Woman of the Year) head-
lined the event, with Mitch Henck 
serving as master of ceremonies.  
Other award winners included 
Greg Schroeder (Community 
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President’s Message

Recipients of the Columbian of the Year Award go to (L-R) Tiny Urso, Travis Hunter, 
Jack Parrino, Tony Bruno, Vito Cerniglia, 2016’s John Benjamin, Frank Alfano, Cath-
erine Murray, David Rizzo, Butch Pullara, and Ross DePaola.
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Birthdays
IWC

November

Raul De Luna (3)

George Fabian (3)

Darren Marabelli (3)

Jack Theel (7)

David Lombardo (7)

Mitch Henck (9)

Patrick Raimondo (11)

David Rizzo (11)

Daniel Amato (13)

Phillip Cuccia (14)

Greg Schroeder (16)

Mike Bender (18)

Travis DiPiazza (20)

Alberto Ciarletta (27)

December

James Capacio (1)

Edward Nauman (4)

Michael Reuhl (4)

Bennet Fraboni (7)

John Valenza Jr. (7)

Patrick DePula (9)

Joseph Rane (10)

Jack LeTourneau (12)

Dennis Di Carlantonio (18)

Frank Balistreri (20)

Dan Malone (22)

Ode to the Italian Workmen’s Club
John Benjamin wrote this poem and presented it when accepting 
his award as IWC Columbian of the Year.

I’m with you this evening to address this fine group,
I  have a few things to say, let me give you the scoop.

This is a tremendous club, built by masons with trowels,
A bunch of Sicilians whose names end in vowels.
Of course they had help and a small bit of luck
When ten tons of bricks fell of the back of a truck.
                 <<Whaddya gonna do?>>
The ceremony we had when I became a member
Was a frightening thing I will always remember.
I felt a sense of foreboding and also some gloom
As I walked through the club and on to the back room.
As the door swung shut, I said, “Holey Moley.”
And thought I heard, “leave the gun; take the cannoli.”
I’ve taken some steps and this is no prank.
I stole the black balls, I am so sorry Hank!
The thing I love, every time that we meet;
We argue a little, then we sit down and eat.
The pasta and sausage are all very fine
But what matters most is we “make ‘a de wine!”
You might criticize, but I’ll tell you, don’t knock it
Even though the house wine tastes like fuel from a rocket.
I’m humbled by this award, named for a famous Italian,
Whose name appears here on this nifty medallion.
I shall strive to be always deserving this honor,
And try to make sure that my speech ain’t a yawner.
I’ll try to uplift you and not bring you down
But I can only do so much, I’m not Bobo the Clown.
Which reminds me to say something to Tommy, you louse!
Four checks a month?  Bobo’s on his way to your house.
And to Anthony as Treasurer, let me give some advice.
Take care of their money and always count twice.
Do all in your power any way to prevent
A loss so your feet don’t wind up in cement.
But, thank you for this from the bottom of my heart.
I am ever so glad I could do my small part
To help the IWC to fulfill its mission
To honor our heritage and have some fun in addition.
Please forgive my poor rhymes, I wasn’t trying to be cute.
The last thing to say to you all is “Salute!”
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Loniello continued on page 6

s p o n s o r

By Catherine Tripalin Murray

A century 
has passed 

since the Italian 
Workmen’s 
Club became a 
reality in 1912. 
The Italians 

and Sicilians who arrived dur-
ing the first decades of the last 
century settled in a complicated 
52-acre triangular plot of land 
surrounded by a swamp and 
city dumping grounds. With a 
determination to survive, they 
endured the negative and did 
what was necessary to cre-
ate a home in unfamiliar and 
somewhat unfriendly territory 
referred to as Little Italy, Little 
Sicily, or more affectionately, 
the “Bush.” Much later, when the 
pathways of city parades carried 
them up State Street to encircle 
the State Capitol, their pride 
was exhibited by waving small 
American flags in one hand while 
the other hand waved small flags 
from the Motherland they left 
behind.

Of the many attributes possessed 
at the time, la famiglia rated 
numero uno. By doing what was 
necessary to survive, gardens and 
grapevines were planted for the 
food they needed while grapevines 
provided shade on warm summer 
days. Innocent contributions along 
the way  introduced a style of food 
with flavors Madison had never 
before tasted.

Contemplating the past, Steve 

Amichevole Novita (friendly news)
Loniello’s roots in Madison 
deserve to be recognized. He’s 
described as “a soft spoken 
member who lets his actions speak 
for him and what he is responsible 
for as an IWC member and IWC 
Rental Agent who recently chaired 
the annual Columbian of the Year 
Awards Banquet” held October 9 at 
the Portabella Restaurant. Because 
Loniello’s background sheds light 
on family members who became 
successful restaurateurs throughout 
town, it should be no surprise  
that  he would initially spend 
eight years as general manager at 
Sergio’s, then Rocky’s where  he 
did everything from managing to 
waiting tables to preparing food in 
the kitchen.

While reflecting on the past, his 
pride and passion stems from his 
grandparents with the Troia family 
emigrating from Gibellina, Sicily, 
and the Loniello family emigrating 
from Palermo. Both families settled 
in the old Greenbush neighborhood 
where Steve’s grandmother, Geral-
dine Troia, was born in 1928, and 
where his grandfather, Emmanuel, 
was born in 1927. Life was promis-
ing and good as both families 
established successful businesses 
that would include Sam Loniello’s 
Bob White Candy Company, 
Joe and Nate Troia’s many steak 
houses, Ann Loniello and Vince 
Castagna’s Cobbler Shops, and 
Rose Troia McCormick, her  
husband Roy, and her brother, Joe 
Troia, for planting seeds to sprout 
our beloved Paisan’s and Portabello 

restaurants. Add Matt Lomardino’s 
Italian Village on State Street 
and Lombardino’s on University 

Avenue, and 
that’s just a 
hint of what a 
delicious place 
Madison became 
due to what the 
Italians and Sicil-
ians offered from 

the old Greenbush neighborhood.

Steve’s father, Thomas Loniello, 
served in the Air Force resulting 
in worldwide travels that included 
Germany and Japan.  Following 
graduation from high school 
in Japan in 1987, Steve joined 
the Army and became a diesel 

Calendar of Events

IWC

Sausage Making & Pasta Making  (Fall)

Children’s Christsmas Party Dec 11

Adult Christmas Party  Dec 20

IAWC

Thanksgiving Potluck  Nov 2

Corn (Bingo) Party  Nov 19

Feast of Seven Fishes  Dec 7

No meeting in January
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President’s Message

Continued on Page 5

Service Award), John Balistreri 
(Outstanding Service Award) and 
Jack Dunn (Athlete of the Year).  
IWC scholarship winners were 
also recognized.  The highlight of 
the evening was John Benjamin’s 
acceptance speech, featuring a 
poem entitled “Ode to the Italian 
Workmen’s Club.”  It’s reprinted 
in this newsletter for your reading 
enjoyment.

Annual Picnic (October 16)
Butch Pullara led a team 
that organized our club picnic 
at McKee Farms Park.  Vito 
Cerniglia donated the sausages, 
John Troia manned the grill, and 
Jack Parrino made sure all other 
necessary supplies were available. 
The weather was terrific, we had 
sunshine, and no one was cold.  
A nice variety of vegetables and 
desserts completed the feast, 
along with plenty of cold bever-
ages.  Bocce courts were set up 
and members and their families 
enjoyed a picnic in the sun.   

Sausage Making (October 22)
A big thanks to Todd Cambio and 
Dennis Di Carlantonio for once 
again hosting our sausage making 
event at the club.  We had record 
attendance and 80 lbs. of sausage 
was made.  Members of all ages 
enjoyed the experience, with a 
few of our older members sharing 
sausage making stories.  Everyone 
chipped in to make clean up easy. 

Roma Lodge Wine Tasting 
(November 5)
We plan to enter the 2015 vintage 

of our Club Red in the 3rd annual 
event at Roma Lodge in Racine.  
The lure of unlimited wine tasting 
and heavy hors d’oeuvres (which at 
Roma Lodge amounts to a bounti-
ful Italian buffet) drove demand 
high enough to justify reserving a 
party bus for the evening.

Pasta Making (Date TBD)
Antonio Re will host a pasta mak-
ing event at the club.  A date has 
not been set, but look for further 
information in your e-mail, or mail 
box.

Children’s Christmas Party 
(December 11)
Bring your children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren to our 
annual celebration of Christmas.  
Plans are still being finalized, but 
holiday treats, entertainment and 
surprises are in store for the young 
and young at heart.

Adult Christmas Party  
(December 20)
This year our celebration of the 
Christmas season will be a pot luck 
dinner on Tuesday, December 20th, 
in place of our monthly member-
ship meeting.  All members and 
spouses / partners are invited to 
attend and encouraged to bring a 
dish to pass.

Updates
Honor The Past
Frank Alfano’s indomitable spirit 
inspired the City of Madison Arts 
Commission to commit the neces-
sary resources to restore the “Spirit 

of Greenbush” monument on the 
corner of Regent and North Mur-
ray streets.  Engineers, masons and 
restorative experts have agreed on 
a plan.  All of the commemorative 
tiles with original photo edged 
images and quotes will be worked 

on throughout the winter, and the 
structure will be protected from 
the elements in anticipation of a 
full restoration in spring 2017.   

Celebrate The Present
Nothing says “Italian” like fine 
wine, homemade food and tradi-
tional desserts.  Whether at the 
club, in your home, at your place 
of work, or worship, take advan-
tage of every opportunity to enjoy 
each day and revel in the company 
of friends and loved ones.

Envision The Future
The Strategic Plan Committee 
continues to meet and will present 
a summary of its recommenda-
tions to the Council in December.  
A review with membership will 
take place in the first quarter of 
2017.
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IAWC Birthdays

Andrea Hunter Nov 7

Terry Parisi Nov 9

Mary Troia Nov 14

Annemarie Newman Nov 25

Ninfa Grinnell Dec 12

Debby Hillebrand Dec 13

Jeanette Montalto Dec 18

IAWC’s Woman of the Year
Katie Stassi West joined the club at 18 and has been a mem-

ber for 71 years. She says she’ll let you do the math, but she 
turns 90 in January.  Born in Madison, she spoke 
Albanian growing up, but always spoke English 
too – she doesn’t ever remember a time when she 
didn’t know English. She says that when all the 
members of her generation pass, the Albanian 
language will go with them. Her mother was a 
Parisi. Everyone in her family belonged to the 
clubs. She’s hoping that her two daughters and 
her nieces will join the club so that four sequential generations of 
her family will belong to the club. Her 8-year-old granddaughter 
attended the banquet. We hope that someday some of her five 
grandchildren will also join so it would be five generations 
belonging to IAWC and IWC. 

At the banquet, Katie spoke about how when she joined the club, the 
Albanians would sit together on one side and the Sicilians would sit 
on the other. She also mentioned that dues were fifty cents, and if you 
missed a meeting, you were fined ten cents.  

Italia 
Italia is published bimonthly by the 
Italian Workmen’s Club. Subscriptions 

available for $18 per year. No part of this 
newsletter may bereproduced without 

express written permission.
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Catherine Tripalin Murray 

and Antonino Re 

LISTS 
Ross DePaola
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Mike Heald

TYPESETTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Donna Collingwood

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Ross DePaola
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Insty Print

MAILING 
First Class MailersIWC is invited to IAWC’s 

Feast of the Seven Fishes 
potluck on Dec 7. 

Contact Phyllis DeGioia at 
phyllis4226@att.net to sign up. 
We’d love to have you join us 
for a traditional Christmas Eve 
celebration!

President’s Mail Box

Send me an e-mail 
(davidrizzo@
me.com) or drop a 
note in the box I’ve 
provided in our club’s 
office.  If there’s something you 
like or don’t like about our club, 
I really want to hear from you.  I 
can’t promise that we’ll address 
every need, or implement every 
idea, but I can promise you the 
courtesy of a response.

Alla prossima volta, statevi bene e 
Dio vi benedica.

David Rizzo 

An InvitationPresident’s Continued From Page 4
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Sanfillippo • Fitch Lawrence • Cress 
Funeral Home & Crematory 

EstablishEd 1849 • associatEd with crEss FunEral homEs

6021 UNIVERSITY AVE • Serving Madison and Middleton

45 year IWC and Bersagliere Member Sam Sanfillippo and Patricia Sanfillippo
(608) 238-8406 (if no answer - 233-9654) 

We treat every family as our own . . .

mechanic. Later he was assigned 
to a Patriot Missile unit, was 
stationed in Bitburg, Germany, 
then deployed to Iraq in 1989 and 
1990. After serving four years 
in the service, he returned to 
Madison, married Kathy Hanson 
in 1995 and the two were blessed 
with two daughters, Shawna and 
Lindsey, now in college.

After eight years of managing 
Sergio’s and Rocky’s in Madison, 
Steve spent a year as a postal 
mail carrier before switching to 
management at the DeForest Post 
Office in 1992. 

He enjoys traveling, woodwork-
ing, fixing up the house, and 
working on cars.

And, because… it’s all in the 
family, he also enjoys cooking and 
devouring favorite Italian family 
recipes.

To Steve Loniello, Salute! 

Loniello continued from page 3Condolences
Florence (Clementi) Blazek, age 
97, of Madison, passed away on Oct. 
6. She was born on Oct. 31, 1918, in 
Madison, the daughter of John and 
Frances Clementi. She married John 
Blazek in 1948. Flo grew up in the 
Greenbush. She attended high school 
through the 8th grade when she had to 
leave school to work and support her 
family. Flo worked at Forsberg Paper 
Box Company as well as Webcrafters. 
She enjoyed Italian cooking, Packers 
and Badgers football, basketball, and 
loved the game of bowling. Her proudest moment was being inducted 
into the Madison Women’s Bowling Hall of Fame in 2001. Flo was 
proud to be the oldest member of the Italian-American Women’s 
Club. Flo enjoyed music, especially having the opportunity to meet 
Kenny Rogers at Ho-Chunk. Flo also enjoyed crocheting and playing 
cards, especially Euchre with family and friends. She is survived by 
daughters, Jennie Lynn Larson (Larry) and Theresa Ann Burr (Greg); 
grandchildren, Phillip Burr, Barbara Burr, and John Burr; the Larson 
blended family; sister, Jennie Clementi; and many other family and 
friends. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, three 
brothers, and four sisters. 

In lieu of flowers for Flo, donations can be made to St. Mary’s Care 
Center at 3401 Maple Grove Drive, Madison, WI 53719. 

Unfortunately, in our last issue  
we didn’t have a photo of Bobby 
Schiro to go with his profile by 
Catherine Murray. So here is the 
handsome devil!

Merry  
Christmas
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Upcoming Events! - Mark Your Calendar! 

  Presented by the IWC 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

914 Regent Street, Madison (IWC clubhouse) 
IAWC members welcome 

Bring your children and grand children! 

Ross DePaola, Chair 

Reservations are  
not Required for the 
Children’s Party! 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 
IWC Clubhouse 

914 Regent Street 
6:30pm 

IWC & IAWC members and a spouse or a guest are welcome. This 

will be a casual get-together in place of  our regular club meeting. 
Please bring a dish to pass, refreshments will be provided. 

Admittance is FREE! 

1 

2 

3 
IWC is invited to IAWC’s Feast of the Seven Fishes potluck on Wednesday, Dec 7.  

Contact Phyllis DeGioia at phyllis4226@att.net to sign up. We’d love to have you join us 
for a traditional Christmas Eve celebration!  

mailto:phyllis4226@att.net


2418 North Sherman Ave., Madison

 (608) 249-8257

 

www.wiscoinvest.com 

As a Madison-
based registered 
investment adviser, 
we help individuals 
and businesses 
make smart 
decisions with their 
financial assets.

Greg Schroeder

Portfolio Manager  
and IWC member

608.442.5507

s p o n s o r

IWC Council Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of 
Each Month 7:00 pm

IWC Membership Meetings – 3rd 
Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 pm

Please clip and post this calendar.

CALENDAR of Events
Collingwood Design 

• www.CollingwoodDesign.com •

logos • newsletters 
photo restoration 
pet portraits books 
• web sites house 
portraits 

Owner / Manager

AvantisVerona.com

Avanti Italian Restaurant & Pub




