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My wife 
Barbara 

and I spent a 
portion of August 
in the Canadian 
Rockies.  We saw 
some gorgeous 

scenery, experiencing wildlife 
and marveled at the majesty of 
glaciers.  I hope you’ve been able 
to slow down, unplug and unwind 
this summer.  The fast pace of life, 
exacerbated by the impersonal 
intrusions of technology, can pre-
vent us from remembering why 
we’re here and who put us here.   

Festa Italia
In the last newsletter, I recognized 
the many members who volunteered 
their time to organize and staff our 
Festa Italia event.  Their collective 
efforts combined with beautiful 
weather produced revenue of just 
over $80,000 and profit of $10,000.  
A portion ($5,000) of the profit will 
be added to the Scholarship Fund.  
The balance will be used to pay for 
building repair and maintenance.  A 
Festa review meeting (including a 
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discussion of lessons learned) will 
be conducted in August so we can 
begin the 2019 planning process in 
September. 

Current & Upcoming Events
 Roma Lodge Bocce Tournament 
(August 12)

Jim Trameri, Antonio Re, John 
Fiorello, Keefe Bartz, Shawn Dugan 
and John Galicia represented our 
club at the Roma Lodge Summer 
Bocce Tournament in Racine. Match 
results were not available at press 
time, but their presence helped 
maintain good relations with our 
brothers to the southeast and they 
deserve everyone’s appreciation 
for taking the time to 
participate.  

Chazen Museum Art 
Exhibit Tour & Recep-
tion (August 18)

Mark Salerno orga-
nized a tour given by 
Maria F.P. Saffiotti Dale, 
Curator of Paintings, 
Sculpture and Decora-

tive Arts at the Chazen Museum.  
After exploring the Renaissance 
exhibit from Florence, participants 
gathered at the clubhouse for  
refreshments.     

Summer Picnic (September 9)

McKee Farms Park in Fitchburg was 
the site for our annual picnic.  In true 
potluck fashion, a delicious array of 
good was shared by members and 
their families  

Wine Making (Crush The Grapes – 
September 18)

It’s time to start making wine again.  
The first step in the process (breaking 
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Sanfillippo • Fitch Lawrence • Cress 
Funeral Home & Crematory 

EstablishEd 1849 • associatEd with crEss FunEral homEs

6021 UNIVERSITY AVE • Serving Madison and Middleton

45 year IWC and Bersagliere Member Sam Sanfillippo and Patricia Sanfillippo
(608) 238-8406 (if no answer - 233-9654) 

We treat every family as our own . . .

Amichevole Novita (Friendly News)
By Catherine Tripalin Murray 

How Yankees 
Became Italian 
and more

Great leaders 
come in all shapes 
and sizes.  

They learn to 
handle admiration and success with 
dignity, and how to wear defeat and 
disappointments like a brief windfall 
that disappears with the morning sun. 

While I was growing up, one of my 
idols was Joe DiMaggio, an Italian-
American baseball player known as 
the Yankee Clipper who was quoted 
as saying “There’s always some kid 
who may be seeing me for the first 
time. I owe him my best.” It’s the kind 
of confession that tugs at one’s heart 
strings whether you are a boy who 
plays softball on a school lot, or a girl 
like me who ran bases at curbs on the 
street where I lived.

So decades later, when the Altre Voci 
newsletter arrived from the Italian 
Cultural Society in Sacramento 
featuring Italians who played for the 
New York Yankees, and my July Fra 
Noi (Among Us) issue from Chicago 
featured Joe DiMaggio, a decision 
was made to share  much more than 
I already knew while growing up on 
the east side of Madison.

Four million Italians 
arrived in America 
between the 1880s and 
1920s and although one 
of them happened to be 
my father who settled 
in Madison’s Greenbush 
neighborhood in 1911, 
the majority settled in 
New York. The New York 
Yankees decided to find a 
talented immigrant whose 
presence would draw 
crowds seasoned with 
Italian ancestry.

Their first choice was 
Tony Lazzeri, a 22-year-
old from San Francisco 
who played in the Pacific 
Coast League and posted 
60 runs during the 1925 
season. Although his first 
season with the Yankees found 
him teaming up with Babe Ruth 
and Lou Gehrig, his being Italian 
triggered negative comments from 
baseball fans. By the end of the 
season, after posting the third most 
home runs leading the Yankees 
to the 1926 World Series, Lazzeri 
suddenly became an ethnic hero. It 
was exactly what the Yankees had in 
mind.

Short stop Frankie Croscetti, also 
from San Francisco, was the next 

Italian signed. He played 17 years, 
then coached for 20 for a total of 37 
years with the Yankees.  Anchoring 
the middle ground as double play 
partners, Lazzeri and Croscetti 
thrilled baseball fans while their 
team established a foothold in Italian 
America. 
The third player from San Fran-
cisco who entered the scene was 
center-fielder Joe DiMaggio, whose 
three-hit debut in 1936 won him 
the first of his three Most Valuable 
Player Awards in 1939.  In 1941 
he began his rise to fame with a hit 
that drove his rookie teammate Phil 
Rizzuto home to establish a hitting 
streak referred to as “The Streak” 
that lasted a record 56 games to light 
a fire of excitement across the nation. 

It was the same year that Rizzuto 
replaced Croscetti as shortstop. 

continued page 5
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Standing only 5’ 5”, Rizzuto won the 
MVP Award in 1950, was voted into 
the National Baseball Hall of Fame, 
and was joined by Italian teammate 
and catcher Yogi Berra, whose 
career included being a three-time 
MVP and member of the Hall of 
Fame. Following 13 years with 
the Yankees, Rizzuto became their 
broadcaster for the next 40 years.

During the years of Lazzeri through 
Berra, the Italian-American Yankees 
won 19 World Series in 37 years 
while changing the way Italians were 
perceived in America. 

Thanks to Fra Noi, there’s a few 
more memories to stir about Joe 
DiMaggio. Hall of Famer Mickey 
Mantle described heroes as being 
“people who are all good with no 
bad in them” and that’s how he felt 
about DiMaggio. Mantle firmly 
believed the Yankee Clipper was, 
without question, one of the great-
est players of the century. Yankee 
Clubhouse Manager Pete Sheehy 
added that DiMaggio was “the most 
perfect ball player of all time.”  
Ernest Hemingway described his 
swing as “majestic to create and in 
the eye of the public, being more 
than a sport’s hero.” 

Quoting Emilio Jodice from Fra 
Noi’s July 2018 issue “DiMaggio 
was an icon who represented 
heroism, the best of America and 
undisputed leader of the New York 
Yankee teams that won nine World 
Series titles in a 13-year career from 
1936 to 1951, despite losing three 
years to duty during World War II.” 

The three-time American League’s 
Most Valuable Player, also known 

as “Joltin Joe,” holds the remarkable 
baseball record of all with a 56-game 
hitting streak in 1941. As the son of 
immigrants, he was the embodiment 
of the American Dream, a rags-to-
riches story played out in pinstripes.

Rejoining the Yankees follow-
ing the war was difficult, yet he 
received the Most Valuable Player 
Award for his overall record of 
accomplishments. Injuries continued 
to plague him until one of the most 
memorable World Series in history 
when DiMaggio hit two home runs 
in a fifth game to victory against the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. And though he 
led the American League in home 
runs in 1948, a bone spur forced 
him to miss the first 65 games of the 
1949 season.

While thoughts of retirement 
plagued each day, trust in his 
fans and the millions of children 
who thought of him as their hero 
prompted a decision to treat himself 
physically and psychologically.  
When mid-June 1949 arrived, he 
headed to the stadium to warm up at 
the pitching machine. After hitting 
almost every ball over the fence, he 
asked to return to the lineup.

While additional victories for 
another American League pennant 

were to be celebrated, DiMaggio 
became seriously ill later with pneu-
monia. Though not fully recovered, 
he was again determined to rejoin the 
lineup. Thoughts of retiring carried 
him through three additional victori-
ous World Series until coming to 
terms by confessing that his baseball 
career with the New York Yankees 
was about to end.

Academy Award-winning ac-
tor Kevin Costner described 
the Yankee Clipper as a “hero 
who wore defeat and disap-
pointment as if it were just a 
passing storm. Men like Joe 
DiMaggio are not just of their 
own time, but men for the 
ages.” 

I remember when Joe DiMag-
gio died. It was March 8, 

1999, and he was 84.  I was 62, 
and still a fan. 

continued page 5
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the skins of the grapes) will take 
place just prior to our September or 
October membership meeting at the 
club using our classic wooden wine 
press. The natural fermentation pro-
cess will eventually lead to the time 
– consuming pressing and bottling.  
Please consider joining your fellow 
members in helping to preserve the 
tradition of authentic wine – making 
the way our ancestors did it.

Sauce Tasting (September 22)

Dr. Dan Malone will once again 
coordinate our annual sauce tasting 
contest.  A homemade pasta dinner 
and the addition of a “bring your 
tomatoes” to make caprese salads is 
sure to draw even more interest.

Charity Golf Outing  
(September 23)

Our annual golf outing will be held 
at Sun Prairie Golf Club.  Tony 
Bruno is organizing the event again 

this year.  The day begins with a 
nice array of breakfast items at the 
registration desk, followed by a 
sausage sandwich lunch, 18 - hole 
best ball scramble starting at Noon 
and a delicious steak dinner with all 
the trimmings at 5:30.  Tony could 
use help registering golfers, signing 
up sponsors and acquiring raffle 
prizes and auction items.  Please 
contact Tony (608) 215 - 8966 or 
tmbruno2@charter.net if you can 
help.  The fee is $90 per person 
($25 of which is tax deductible), or 
$30 to attend the dinner only.  This 
event helps raise money for Badger 
Childhood Cancer Network.   

Columbus Day Banquet  
(October 7)

Steve Loniello is organizing our 
annual banquet, which will be held 
at The Concourse Hotel.  The cost 
is $40 per person.  The IAWC will 
join us again this year as we com-
bine our event with their Woman 
of the Year celebration.  Also, the 
Italian Folk Dancers of Madison 
will entertain us.  The reservation 
deadline is Saturday, September 
15.  Please contact Steve at 608-
772-7966, sloniello@gmail.com 
OR Jim Phillips 608-698-1659, 
philjim52@gmail.com to reserve 
your spot.

Spirits of Italy Tasting  
(November 17)

Fred Underhill is coordinating 
our 1st Annual Spirits of Italy night.  
The $10 admission fee includes a 
sampling of Italian spirits, wines 
and food.  Entertainment will be 
vintage videos of classic Dean 
Martine roasts.

Christmas Parties  
Children - December 16

Bring your children, grand children 
and great grandchildren to our 
annual celebration of Christmas.  
Plans are still being finalized, but 
holiday treats, entertainment and 
surprises are in store for the young 
and young at heart.

Adults - December 18

This year our celebration of the 
Christmas season will be a catered 
dinner on Tuesday, December 18th, 
in place of our monthly membership 
meeting.  All members and spouses / 
partners are invited to attend.  A $10 
fee will be collected at the door.

Honor The Past
Take time to reflect on family 
members who are no longer with us.  
The pride they had in coming to this 
country to make a better life for their 
families.  The lessons they taught us 
about the value of honest, hard work 
and the importance of supporting 
each other in difficult times.

Celebrate The Present   
Come to a membership meeting.  
We get together on the 3rd Tuesday 
of every month at 7:00 PM to share 
a glass of wine, conduct a business 
meeting, enjoy a meal prepared  
by members and engage in ani- 
mated conversation and genuine 
camaraderie.

Participate in our events and 
social activities.  Learn about 
making wine, play a round of golf 
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Drink/Talk/Learn Event
A series of presentations relating to Italy were given in August by IAWC 
at an event called Drink/Talk/Learn. While sharing food, wine and other 
beverages, some members gave short presentations on a variety of topics, 
such as Madison’s Central High School, best friends, what the club was 
like decades ago, a history of racism against Italian Americans, the differ-
ences between American and Italian weddings, and more. Members and 
non-members alike gathered at the IWC clubhouse to learn and have a 
lively afternoon. 

The brainchild of Vice President and Woman of the Year 2018 Ashleigh 
Yonke, the event was adapted from a similar event she’d attended.

Continued from page 6

for a great cause, attend our annual 
awards banquet.  Don’t see an event 
or activity that interests you, make a 
suggestion.

Envision The Future
Our club is active and vital.  Our 
Membership Committee has already 
begun some community outreach 
and is finalizing a directory. 

Volunteer your time to help organize 
an event, or consider running for an 
open Council position.  

President’s Mail Box
Send me an e-mail (davidrizzo@
me.com) or drop a note in the box 
I’ve provided in our club’s office.  If 
there’s something you like or don’t 
like about our club, I really want to 
hear from you.  I can’t promise that 
we’ll address every need, or imple-
ment every idea, but I can promise 
you the courtesy of a response.

Alla prossima volta, statevi bene e 
Dio vi benedica.

David Rizzo  
Phyllis Masino, left, preferred to have her granddaughter, IAWC President Angela 
Masino, read Phyllis’s remembrances of growing up and attending Central High School. 

What’s in a Name?
Christopher Columbus is an 
Anglicization of his real name, 
given to him in Genoa where he 
was born: Cristoforo Colombo. 
Other languages have changed his 
name, too: he is Cristóbal Colón in 
Spanish and Kristoffer Kolumbus 
in Swedish, for example. Even 
his Genoese name is not certain, 
as historical documents about his 
origin are scarce.

Source: www.thoughtco.com/facts-about- 
christopher-columbus-2136702
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2018 Calendar 
 IWC
September Sauce Tasting (TBA)
October Columbian Banquet (Oct 8)
November Whiskey Tasting Night (Dates TBA)
December Christmas Party (Membership meeting Dec 18)

 IAWC 
October Columbian Banquet (Oct 8)
November Corn (BINGO) Party
December Christmas Tea/Cookie Exchange

IWC Birthdays

September
James Phillips  (1)

Michael Lumina  (6)

Jim Cerro  (8)

Jack Parrino  (8)

Tom Smith  (14)

Joseph Scalissi  (16)

Peter Macaluso  (17)

John Aiello  (18)

John Benjamin  (19)

Rosario DePaola  (21)

Joesph Tripalin  (21)

Dominic Urso  (25)

October

John Hunter  (4)

Travis Hunter  (7)

Claudio Gratton  (8)

Luigi Vitritti  (10)

Donald Mash  (12)

Steve Carrola  (16)

Andrew Lager  (16)

Michael Schmidt  (15)

Joseph Parisi  (24)

Domenic Scudera  (28)

Steve Tortorici  (30)

Mike Cammilleri  (31)

John Fiorello  (31)

IAWC Birthdays

Phyllis Masino  Sept 20

Look Ahead to these Events
There’s so much going on at both clubs this fall that you’ll always 
great events to look forward to. Consider helping out at these events 
or bringing friends to attend with you. Some require reservations and/
or payment, some don’t. The Spirits of Italy (IWC) is a first-time event. 
Members of each club are welcome at each other’s events. 

Sauce Tasting Contest (Sept 22)

Charity Golfing (Sept 23)

Pottery Painting (Sept 29)

Columbus Day Banquet (Oct 7)

IAWC Thanksgiving Feast (Nov 7)

Bingo (Nov 10)

s p o n s o r

Resurrection Catholic 
Cemetery & Mausoleum

Regent St., Madison WI  
(2) Single side by side crypts 

eye level; $6,500. 

John (608) 692-6616

Spirits of Italy Tasting (Nov 17)

IAWC Feast of the Seven Fishes 
(Dec 12)

Children’s Christmas Party (Dec 16)

IWC Christmas Party (Dec 18)
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IWC COLUMBUS DAY BANQUET
&

IAWC WOMAN OF THE YEAR CELEBRATION
Sunday, October 7, 2018
The Madison Concourse

1 W. Dayton St., Madison, WI.

Cocktails 5:00 PM Dinner 6:00 PM Program 7:00 PM
$40 per Person / Cash Bar

Entertainment By: The Italian Folk Dancers of Madison
Menu:

Assorted Appetizers
Entrée #1: Grilled Black Angus Top Sirloin

Entrée #2: Lemon Dill Walleye
Entrée #3: Seasonal Ravioli

Beverages of iced tea, hot tea, coffee
Garlic Bread, Caesar Salad, Red Velvet Cake

Reservation Deadline is Saturday, September 15
Questions? Please contact Steve Loniello, 608-772-7966; sloniello@gmail.com

OR Jim Phillips 608-698-1659; philjm52@gmail.com

Contact Person & Phone for this reservation:
Name:  Entrée #: _________
Name:  Entrée #: _________
Name:  Entrée #: _________
Name:  Entrée #: _________

Total Number attending: _________ x $40 = ______________ 

Please make check payable to IWC. Mail check and form to:
Steve Loniello, 440 Connie Street, Cottage Grove, WI 53527

Reservation Form:



2418 North Sherman Ave., Madison

 (608) 249-8257

 

www.wiscoinvest.com 

As a Madison-
based registered 
investment adviser, 
we help individuals 
and businesses 
make smart 
decisions with their 
financial assets.

Greg Schroeder

Portfolio Manager  
and IWC member

608.442.5507

s p o n s o r

IWC Council Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of 
Each Month 7:00 pm

IWC Membership Meetings – 3rd 
Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 pm

Please clip and post this calendar.

Meeting Dates

Owner / Manager

AvantisVerona.com

Avanti Italian Restaurant & Pub


