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By Antonio Re

This winter 
has been 

long, snowy, 
cold and full of 
challenges. While 

the snow and ice were forming on 
Madison city streets, sidewalks 
and driveways, the IWC was 
quietly transitioning leadership 
and upgrading one of the most 
important parts of the club: the 
kitchen. On March 19th the IWC 
celebrated St. Joseph’s Day and 
the unveiling of the new kitchen 
remodel, which consisted of the 
following: new floor, new cabinets, 
a useful stainless-steel double 
sink with a power washer and a 
much-needed garbage disposable, 
fresh paint, ceiling tiles and most 
importantly, a new professional 
21st century grade stove. 

On St. Joseph’s Day the IWC 
membership celebrated the evening 
with a tasty meal made in the 
efficient new kitchen with new 
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equipment. A reminder that 
that the old and the new come 
together to continue to move 
the club forward. The kitchen 
remodel, I like to believe, is 
really a metaphor for the many 
new ideas that will be unfolding 
in the new year, including a new 
and improved Festa committee. 
The Festa committee has been 
working diligently with face-to-
face meetings and conference calls 
to keep the Festa development 
process on track. One of the 
changes that unfolded early in 
2019 is the new Festa process that 
did away with the Festa Chair 
and brought on a new model that 
embraces the diversity of the club 
membership and uses a shared 
governance to arrive at decisions. 
The new Festa Italia process is 
not dependent on the decisions 
of a few, but rather on the vote 
of all Festa committees to make 
important decisions. The process 
is intended to be more transparent 
and all members can receive 

Festa updates if they are interested 
in receiving it. A big thanks to 
David Rizzo who is serving as the 
communication’s director for the 
new process.

In the spirit of new ideas, the IWC 
council began its strategic master 
planning process at its March 
meeting with development of the 
IWC pillars: a brainstorming session 
aimed at identifying what makes 
the IWC the entity that it is. The 
brainstorming session is meant to be 
the beginning of a lengthy process of 
discovering the many strengths, and 
opportunities that the club will face 
in the immediate and distant future. 
It is an exciting time to be part of the 
IWC because the old and the new are 
mixing together to foster respect for 
the past and embracing the future.  
Please join us in both endeavors 
because the past and the future occur 
each day in the normal course of 
time. 

Wishing all of you a meaningful 
Lent and a wonderful Easter.  
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By Tom Smith

Come One 
Come All!

One of the 
wonderful things 
about the Italian 
Workmen’s Club 
is the opportunity 

to come together at different social 
activities and events. This year will 
bring you many of the events from 
past years as well as a few new ones.

Those of you who attended 
Greenbush History Night or the 
annual sauce tasting event have 
already enjoyed two of the events 
on this year’s calendar, but there are 
more to come, so be sure to mark 
your calendars and join in.

On Saturday, May 18, from 6-10 
p.m. there will be an “Oil and 
Wine Tasting” night.  This is the 
second year for this event, with an 
assortment of olive oils and aged 
balsamic vinegars from the Oilerie 
of Sun Prairie, along with a variety 
of Italian wines from Southern 
Italy Imports.  Come tantalize your 
taste buds with an opportunity to 
purchase what you like.  Cost is $10 
per person, with further information 
available from Fred Underhill 
(fauhill@gmail.com). 

Everyone knows that with June 
comes the annual Festa Italia.  This 
year the festival will run from 
Friday, May 31st through Sunday, 
June 2nd.  The planning committee 
has already been hard at work for 
months to ensure this will be another 

great festival with great food and 
wonderful entertainment.  But part 
of the success depends on volunteers 
to staff the festival, so be sure to 
sign up for a shift or two if you 
haven’t already.  To volunteer you 
can use the link at “SignUpGenius” 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0c44a4ae22a31-2019 
or contact Greg Schroeder 
(gregs7605@gmail.com).

On Sunday, August 11th join fellow 
members at the McFarland Bocce 
Courts from 1-5 p.m. for the IWC/
IAWC annual picnic.  As all of the 
parks in Fitchburg booked up early 
this year, the picnic has been moved 
to the bocce courts in McFarland, 
next to the curling club.  The picnic 
is a potluck with beverages and 
sausages provided by the Club, 
so bring your favorite dish to 
share.  There will also be a bocce 
tournament.  Contact Butch Pullara 
(joeshark2@sbcglobal.net) or Bill 
Battista (eartags@aol.com) for 
details.

Study up on your Italian geography, 
art, sports, etc. On Saturday, 
September 7th, from 6-10 p.m. it will 
be Italian Trivia Night at the Club. 
Teams of four will compete for great 
prizes and bragging rights.  The cost 
is $10 per person, and there’s plenty 
of time to prepare, so plan ahead and 
join the fun. For details contact Mike 
Alioto (malioto@charter.net). 

In October we will have the annual 
Columbian Banquet.  This year it 
will again be held at the Concourse 
Hotel, from 5-9 p.m. on Sunday, 
October 13th. Entertainment will be 

by the Italian Folk Dancers.  The 
cost is $40 per person.  Contact 
Steve Loniello (sloniello@gmail.
com) or Jim Phillips (philjim52@
charter.net) for details.

On Friday, November 8th preliminary 
plans have been made for a new 
event…Dinner and a Movie Night.  
The evening, from 7-10 p.m., calls 
for a catered Italian buffet along 
with an Italian themed movie.   The 
cost will be $20 per person. Contact 
Keefe Bartz (mradew@yahoo.com) 
for details.

Wrapping up the year will be the 
annual Christmas parties.  The Club 
has hosted a children’s Christmas 
party for more than 25 years, open to 
sons, daughters, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. The party will 
be held on Sunday, December 8th, 
from 1-4 p.m. and include a “special 
guest” and entertainment.  Contact 
Mark Salerno (tradermark5@
yahoo.com) or Ross DePaola 
(rdwestlan@aol.com) for details.

The IWC/IAWC Christmas party 
will be held on Tuesday, December 
17th (in place of the regular 
December General Membership 
meeting), from 6-9 p.m. and 
include a catered Italian buffet 
with beverages at a cost of $15 per 
person.

The Social Committee and members 
have worked hard to plan these 
events and activities in the hope that 
members will join in the fun.  Note 
that for several of these events you 

Membership News
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We treat every family as our own . . .

By David Rizzo

Nothing says Italian better 
than the taste, texture and 

aroma of good food.  Thousands 
of authentic meals ranging from 
spaghetti and meatballs, or 
garibaldi sandwiches to eggplant 
parmesan or homemade lasagna 
have been prepared and served 
from the IWC kitchen.  Ever since 
the current kitchen replaced the 
performance stage, members have 
donned aprons and recreated 
cherished family recipes to feed 
members at monthly meetings, or 
delight guests at any number of 
social activities.

Anyone who lit a pilot light, boiled 
noodles, mixed a salad, or washed a 
Nesco insert will tell you that it was 
time to upgrade the equipment and 
give the kitchen a fresh, clean, new 
look.  With the full-throated support 
of membership, a project team was 
assigned the task of coming up 
with a kitchen remodel plan.  They 
were given a budget and a deadline.  
Travis Hunter, Todd Cambio, Jack 
Parrino and Butch Pullara put a plan 
together that included a top of the 
line double oven/ ten burner gas 
stove on coasters for easy moving 
and cleaning, two-compartment 
stainless steel sink with left and 

right drain boards, high quality 
rubber tile floor, new ceiling tiles, 
space-efficient cabinets, shelving and 
counter top and a fresh coat of paint.

In the spirit of their ancestors, the 
project team provided a lot of the 
labor in order to save money and to 
make sure the job was done right.  It 
was finished ahead of schedule and 
on budget.

The new kitchen was baptized at the 
March membership meeting.  May 
we all enjoy the fruits of the Project 
Team’s ingenuity and hard work for 
many years to come.  “Grazie mille.”

 

IWC Kitchen Remodel

Travis Hunter painted in the kitchen after 
the old equipment was moved out. Photo by 
Phyllis DeGioia.

At this stage, most of the work has been 
completed, but not all. Photo by David 
Rizzo.
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will receive a request for an RSVP 
so more detailed plans can be made 
for ordering food, setting up a room, 
etc., so be sure to send in your 
response as soon as is possible.  

Festa Italia 2019 – 
SAVE THE DATE!

May 31-June 2, 2019  
McKee Farms Park, 

Fitchburg

Sauce Tasting Contest: Bragging Rights!
Jack Theel won first place and precious bragging rights until next spring. 
He’s pictured with Judge Julie Genovese, her husband Tony Galli, Jack’s 
wife, and Dr. Dan Malone, who organizes the event every year – grazie to 
Dan. The kitchen crew was Travis Hunter, Jim Phillips and Jim DiUlio.    

Lasagna Dinner for Gilda’s Club
IWAC provided their annual homemade lasagna dinner to members of 
Gilda’s Club, a non-profit cancer support group. Arranged every year by 
Rick and Debby Hillebrand, who do all the planning and prep work, the 
event is always filled to capacity at Gilda’s. 

The reason so many IAWC members are willing to help out is that most 
of them have been adversely impacted by cancer. Within the group that 
typically helps out, women have lost mothers, fathers, daughters, sisters, 
aunts, and friends. The bond shared between the two non-profits is profound. 

The building in which Gilda’s Club meets was devastated by last August’s 
floods, and re-opened the week before the annual dinner. Water was close 
to 10 feet at its highest point. The main level had to be completely redone, 
and everything in the basement was destroyed. Thankfully, they had flood 
insurance, and once the $100,000 deductible was paid, they had a million 
dollars with which to rebuild. The renovated building looks as though it had 
never been in a flood.  

Jack Theel won first place this year. He and his wife are pictured with Judge Julie Genovese 
and her husband, Tony Galli, and (front) organizer Dr. Dan Malone.
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Condolences
John J. Aiello of Sun Prairie, passed away from lung cancer on Feb. 18, 
2019. John Joseph Aiello departed from Bagheria, Sicily via boat in his 
mother’s belly and arrived in New York City in 1947. He was born to 
Serafina (Genova) and Phillip Aiello in Milwaukee, Sept. 18, 1947. His 
parents were immigrants who came to America and were productive, law-
abiding people who became U.S. citizens, worked hard and raised their 
family in the Bush neighborhood. He attended St. Joseph’s Grade School 
and Central High School and was affectionately known as “Johnny Joe.”

He managed the American Legion in Sun Prairie and worked for 
his friend at Pietro’s Pizza. In December, he retired from Sir Hobo’s 
restaurant in Sun Prairie, after working for many years for the Ademi 
family. No matter where Johnny worked, he considered his coworkers 
and his employers his “family.” 

Italian Culture Lectures
In addition to regular classes, the Italian language program includes several 
enrichment lectures by special guest speakers. These are held at the IWC 
clubhouse, are free, and only require advance registration. Anyone interested 
in learning more about Italian culture is welcome to attend.

Simple history of Italian language [April 13, 2019 2 pm]

The art to build a violin and performance of musicians [ Apr 27 2 pm]

For information and registration call Maristella Cantini at (608) 239-2879 
or  e-mail italianwclub@gmail.com.  

IWC Birthdays

March

Robert Lashua  1

Tom Pisapia  3

Jim DiUlio 13

Joseph A. Puccio  13

Dominic Pfister  19

Mark Raimond  19

Robert Brill  24

Ernesto Livorni  27

Andrew Salerno  28

Russ Cerniglia  29

Antonio Re  29

April

Mark Fumusa  5

Michael Bormett  7

Tom DiPiazza  8

Dennis Puccetti  8

Anthony DeGregoria  14

Mario Russo  14

John Caliva  15

Jon Lashua  16

Tony Bonanno, Jr.  17

Michael Horowitz  18

Thomas Klinzing  21

Nino Amato  23

Joseph Cristoforo  24

Ricardo Gandolfo  26

Daniel J. Langlois  27

Dominic DeSano  28

Joseph Gmeinder  28

Anthony Bruno  30

IAWC Birthdays

Sarah Oakley, March 9

Mary Katic April 10



2418 North Sherman Ave., Madison
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www.wiscoinvest.com 

As a Madison-
based registered 
investment adviser, 
we help individuals 
and businesses 
make smart 
decisions with their 
financial assets.

Greg Schroeder

Portfolio Manager  
and IWC member

608.442.5507

s p o n s o r

IWC Council Meetings – 2nd Tuesday of 
Each Month 7:00 pm

IWC Membership Meetings – 3rd 
Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 pm

Please clip and post this calendar.

Meeting Dates


